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J Received your Preface to a Book 
2 8 intitled, The Chriſtianity of the 
New Teſtament, by the Hands 
of Mr. AxspELL. I thank you 
for the Preſent, which I peruſed 
at my Leiſure : And in examining 

the Contents, have, purſuant to your Deſire of my 

writing an Anſwer to it, made ſome Remarks and 

Obſervations, which you may, if you pleaſe, call 

by that Title. The Work, indeed, required an 
Anſwer, as it advances many Things, and thoſe 
of a momentous Nature, contrary to the Sentiments 
that I, and many others, have adopted; and which 
I am not yet convinced to be erroneous. I did not 
imagine, when I took it in Hand, that I ſhould | 
have been under the diſagreeable Neceſſity of dif- 
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| fering from you ſo much as you will find I have. 
| Diſagr eeable I call it; for it is a Pleaſure, I believe, 


to moſt People, excepting thoſe who are extrava- 
gantly fond of diſputing, to find the Opinions of 
others agree with thoſe of their own. Be this as it 


will, Truth and Sincerity ſhould ever be preferred 


to Complaiſance and Adulation: And where there 
lies a Neceſſity of declaring one's Opinion, it ſhould 
be done with the ſtricteſt Regard to this Rule. On 
this Principle, Sir, I hope you will excuſe any 
Freedoms I may have taken with your Preface ; | 


more eſpecially when I profeſs the Regard I have 


for your Perſon and Character, and the Care I have 
taken to preſerve the Rules of Decorum, and to 
avoid every thing that has the Appearance of per- 
ſonal Res ien, Satyr, or Invective: Artillery 
improper to be uſed in Arguments of a religious 

Nair In dependence than of your Favour in 

tis Reſpect, I begin the Undertaking without : 


fart! her Preamble. 


You open with a Complaint of the Prevalence 


of Socinianiſin in this Age and Nation, to the Pre- 


judice of the great Dor: ines of Redemption, Pro- 
Pitiation, Satisfaction and Salvation by JESUSCHRIST. 


Many and loud have been the Complaints againſt | 
Secinianiſm, Arianiſm, Lutheriſm, Calviniſm, &c, 

by one Party or other. But as I never read the 
Works of Socixvs, AR Ius, LUTHER or Sir, 
nor any Part of them, I will not pretend to Judge 
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of the Juſtneſs of the Complaint. If Socixus is 


the Author of any Thing bad, *ris well I am igno- 
rant of it: If he is not, the Obſervation is but ill 
grounded. As to the Doctrines of Redemption, 


Propitiation, Sc. I ſuppoſe you have handled. them 


fully in the Book to which you refer, as no more 
is faid here than ſerves for an Introduction to what 
follows; and what you ſay gave Occaſion to your 
Work. A Work that may be of ſervice, as you 


ſay, particularly to the Jews; for whom it might 
have been more peculiarly adapted; as the Num- 


ber of Chriſtians, ** who endeavour to expunge thoſe 
Doctrines out of the Chriſtian Scheme,” are much fewer 
I apprehend, than you ſeem to imagine. The 
Gentleman you bring your Charge againil 9068 not 
appear 1 to be one of that Number, 


20 cc Surponing," you ſay, « the Doctiine dere 8 
c aſſerted, in the Senſe it hath general. y been re- 


ceived in the Chriſtian Church for more than 
Seventeen Hundred Years, prove, upon impar- 
tial Examination, as I truſt it will, to be of the 


„FEſſence of the Chriſtian Faith and Religion, it 


will, I think, be undeniable that if any one, of 
the Character of a Chriſtian Miniſter, in explain- 
* ing publicly the Goſpel of CHRIST, and ſhewing 


66 the Benefits thence accruing to Mankind, ſhall. 


* omit to mention this great Bcnefit of Propitiaticn 


„ and Redemption, he may be ſaid in the Perfor- 


mance, not to have acted as becomes A Minitter 
. of Cunts, 0 or not to be a true Chriſtian.” p. 5. 


A 3 | | CES NOTHING 8 


** 
NoTHiNnG is more plain, than if a Miniſter pro- 
feſs to ſhew all the Benefits accruing to Mankind 


by the Coming of CHRIST, and omits one of them, 
he has not acted as becomes a Miniſter. But what 

follows is ſomething ſurprizing; That ſuch a 

Declaration (Omiſſion I ſuppoſe you mean, for it 


is that you complain of,) in a Neighbouring Mini- 
ſter ſhould give immediate Occaſion to your vaſt and 


laborious Work! That Miniſter muſt be a Man 


of great Conſequence, or you pay him a very high 
Compliment, whoſe Opinion uttered in private 


Converſation, (which you ſay, diſcovered a Diſlike 
to the Doctrine of Redemption, and a Perſuaſion of 
the Sufficiency of Natural Religion to recommend Man- 


kind to the divine Favour,) or whoſe Sermon, deli- 
vered to a public Audience, (wherein you ſay this 


Doctrine was omitted,) ſhould deſerve to have ſo 
large and learned a Volume in Quarto, with a 
Preface of forty Pages, printed and publiſhed ex- 
preſly on the Occaſion! It appears almoſt as 


extraordinary that a Gentleman ſhould depend 


intirely on his Memory, be it ever ſo good, in his 


Account of a Prayer and Sermon, which he criticizes 
upon, and writes againſt, You ſay you will keep 
ſtrictly to Truth, and at the ſame Time own your 
Account to be imperfect. How is it poſſible to 
keep ſtrictly to Truth in the Repetition of a Thing, 
unleſs that Account or Repetition be perfect, Dr 
agree with the Original? Moſt People, I judge, 
7 would have thought It neceſſary to have had the 
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Sermon before them, &er they attempted to write, 
much more publiſh, any thing againſt it, No 
doubt the Miniſter, whoever he be, would have 
granted the Uſe of his Sermon on ſuch an Occaſion, 
rather than run the Riſk of having it miſconſtrued, 


and himſelf falſely accuſed. 


You begin with the Prayer, which, 5 the Cha- 


racter you yourſelf give of it, was undoubtedly a 
good one. A Prayer fo truly elegant, proper, and 


regular, with Reſpect to Senſe, Expreſſion and 


Connection, as I apprehend very few (if any 


one Man alive) capable of compoſing and ut- 


. © tering extempore.” p. 6. What then was the 
Fault of this excellent Prayer, which you lay might 
have been compoſed and uttered by Davip or So- 
' LOMON, SocRaTEs or PLaTo? Why, that grand 


one of omittins & your favourite Doctrine. — 


ning , the Name of ChRISH was not mentioned in 


-till the Cloſe. And muſt a Miniſter be con- 


A in the Groſs, for omitting in a Prayer or 
Sermon the Name of CHRIST, or a ſingle Doctrine 
of Chriſtianity? At this rate few Bine nowW- 
a- days will eſcape your Cenſure. As well may we 
brand a Man with the odious Name of a Jacobite, 
and an Enemy to his Country, if he does not in 
every Prayer remember the King and Royal Family; 
or ſtigmatize him as a bad Citizen, and no Friend 
to the Town he lives in, if he does not conſtantly 


pray for the Magiſtrates, and the Good of the Bo- 


: rough. A Man of Candour would have waned 


het ther 
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whether this was the Gentleman 8 conſtant Practice, 


before he pronounced him heterodox, and no true Cbriſ- 
lian; in Order to avoid the Cenſure of N ; 


in his Judgment. But to the Cloſe.— 


This you 


thought not of a Piece with the Reſt of the Compo- 


1 tion. And why did you not think it of a Piece 


with the Reſt of the Compoſition ? Truly, becauſe 


it introduces the very Thing you complain of the 


Want of; zo wit, An Acknowledgment of the 
: Mercy of God in CET and begging n 
in his Name. P. 8. 


We now come to the Sermon; the Account 


5 whereof [ ſhall quote rom: yourſelf. 


6e Hz gave out ſuch a Subject as I could have | 


« wiſhed, 7 he Truth ſhall make you free. In treat- 
„ ing upon which he told us, that by Truth, in 
+ thisPropoſition,was 1 meant the Goſpelof CHRIS Tt; 


* and the Freedom this gave to Mankind was, to 
cc 


the beſt of my Remembrance, declared to conſiſt 


in theſe four Particulars. Firſt, the Goſpel, he 
„ ſaid, freed Mankind from the Bondage and Sla- 


every they were generally under to their irregular 


Deſires and depraved Paſſions, by ſetting forth 


8 the Excellency and Rewards of Virtue an Holi- 


<« neſs. Life and Immortality being peculiarly 


WP brought to Light by the Goſpel, Sc. 7 


4 Tas ſecond Pargcular, I ihink: was, that the 
Goſpel freed Mangas from the Fears and Ap- 


| * 


6 * prebenſions : 


L973. 
prehenſions they were before under, from the 


ec wavering and uncertain Opinions touching a 
« World to come, Sc. Of this I have not fo 

much Aſſurance as with Reſpect to the Reſt. If 
'C 


— 1 miſrepreſent it, J aſk the Gentleman' 1 


* 


* 


Lay 


0 


Ay 


N 


c TIR DLVY, The Goſpel, he told us, delivered 
us from the dee Rites of the Moſaic 
Inſtitutions, Sc. Under all theſe Heads, the 
« Gentleman, as I thought, ſpoke with a good 
« deal of Force and Propriety both of Reaſon and 
& Oratory.— What then was the Fault of this 
Sermon ? << There was not a Word of ſuch Things 


89 
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. as I had been wont to hear enlarged on From =; 


ce ſuch-like Texts.” And pray was it the worſe 
- becauſe New to you ? Novelty is generally e- 
ſteemed a Recommendation, not only in the Diſ- 


covery of Truths unknown before, but when 


| Things before known are placed in a new or ſtrik- 
ing Light. But you add, © There was nothing 
e of being delivered by the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
c from the heinous Guilt of Sin, from the tremen- 
„ dous Wrath of God, from, Sc.“ No! pray 
turn to the firſt Head again. What are our irre- 
gular Deſires and depraved Paſſions but Sin; the 


} Cauſes of Sin, and the Guilt of Sin? Separate : 


them if you can. As to what follows“ from 
the tremendous Wrath of God; Hom tyran- 
e nical Dominion of our ſpiritual Enemies, and 
the dreadful Torments of eternal Perdition;“ 5 
| K+ heſe : 


cc of his Faculties— 
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Theſe are all Conſequences of Sin, or irregular 
Paſſion: For take away that, and I hope we need 
be under no Terror of the tremendous Wrath of 


God, of the Dominion of ſpiritual Enemies, or the 


Torments of eternal Perdition. What he ſaid un- 
der theſe Heads, you own was very true, but you 


apprehend not the whole Truth ; yet you tell us not 
of one Truth that was not comprehended under 


: them. Hut to atone for this Defect in the Mi- 
e niſter,” you ſay, © he told us in the Fourth 
00 Place, that the Goſpel delivered us from all 


subjection to the Ordinances and Decrees of Men 


e in Matters of Religion, or to this Effect. Under 
this Head the Orator ſeemed to exert the utmoſt 


The young Declaimer faid 
a great deal to ſhew, that neither Princes, nor 


85 Popes, nor Councils, nor Synods, nor Fathers, 


nor Biſhops, nor Parliaments, nor all together, 
had the leaſt Right authoritatively to preſcribe 
« in MATT ERS oF RELIOGION; and for himſelf, 
e he ſaid, he did in that public Manner ProTzsT 
V againſt all religious Preſcription or Impoſition 
* whatſoever, except the Bible; or Words tothat 


« Effect. This I thought aſſuming too much of 
« the Apoſtle for one of his a for his Ap- 


pearance to me was that of 4 Youth ruddy and 
© of a fair Countenance,” There ſeems here a 
good deal of Contempt ſhewn to the Man, when 


nothing e appears in his Performance. 
. IO add, 15 Tou took this to be che moſt impor- 
tant 
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4 tant, and by much the moſt laboured Part of 
the Sermon, expreſſed with oreat Force of Ora- 
<« tory, Sc.“ Give me leave, Sir, to aſk, why 

this ſhould be looked upon as the moſt important 

Part of the Sermon? I ſhould have taken the moſt 

important Part to be included with great Pro- 

piriety under the firſt Head. Here appears to me a 


A 


f beautiful Order and Regularity in this Diſcourſe, 
ee ven from your Sketch of it. The irt Head 
rreſpects the whole World of Mankind, and imports 
nothing leſs than their eternal Salvation in a Life 

I to come. The ſecond more immedidtely relates to 


the Pagan World, who laboured under great Doubts 
and Difficulties, touching that future State. The 
third is peculiar to the Jews, who had their Deli- 
verance hereby wrought out, (all that would ac- 
cept of it,) from the laborious and expenſive 
Ceremonies of the Law of Moszs. The fourth 
and laſt, has an Eye to papal Tyranny, and 
the ſpiritual Uſurpation of later Times; from 
which every Man ought to think himſelf freed by 
the Goſpel The Gradarion”- is both beautiful 
and juſt. But this laſt appeared to you the moſt 
important. 1 imagine, then, it moſt nearly con- 
cerned yourſelf. If to gueſs is no Crime, and I 
gueſs it from your own Account, you was then a 
late Convert to the Church of England; and ſome- 
thing was advanced under this Head, which correſ- 
ponded not with your Notions of Things; and then 
it is leſs wonder if you vie wid the Speaker, as thro? 
4 
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a magnifying Glaſs, or heard him, as with a 


ſpeaking Trumpet. However this be, you have 


put the Cap on, whether it fitted you or no. Ac- 


cordingly you immediately proceed to inquire into 
the Truth of this Propoſition, That no Power on 


Earih hath Right to preſcribe in Matters relating to 


Religion, and the public Worſhip of God. Here you 


leave out the Word autboritatively ; which I appre- 


hend makes a conſiderable Difference. I may 
_ preſcribe for a Patient, and therein do my Duty; 


but if I took upon me to enforce that Preſcription 
by my Authority, when the Patient did not think 
proper to obſerve it, he would judge, and very 


| juſtly too, that I greatly exceeded my Bounds. 
But taking the Propoſition as it is, let us ſee how 


you make it appear as falſe, as that e 5 
Seemed convinced it Was ſrue. 


You begin” with owning, p. 10, 11, nay pro- 
ving fromScripTuRE, fromDr. Hammond, Huco 
Gaorivs and others, That no Power on Earth, 
« ſince the finiſhing of the Canon of the Holy 


« Scripture, hath Authority to inſtitute New Ar- 


"66: 


« ticles of Faith, new Sacraments, or new Rules 


of general moral Practice, which can be obli- 
That if 
e any Man, or Body of Men, ſhall aſſume to make 
any new Inſtitution, as aforeſaid, as of univerſal 
Obligation upon the Conlcience, for which there 
is not a a plain Declaration i in holy Scripture as a 

| „ Foun. 


« oatory upon the Chriftian Church— 
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ec F dee; will be liable to the Anathema, or 


« Curſe, denounced by the Apoſtle againſt thoſewho 
* preach another Goſpel.” This tends to prove 


the Truth of the Propoſition, inſtead of its Falſity : 


For to do what is here ſaid, is preſcribing in Mat- 


lers of Religion with a witneſs. But you make a 


Diſtinction, and ſay, though nothing eſſential may 


be added to > the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip, yet, 


“ SECONDLY; it is neceſſary for anſwering the 


« Ends of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, that Churches, 


& as Societies for the public Worſhip of God, 


© ſhould be under ſome Form of external Govern- 


« ment, Adminiſtration or Polity, and as THERE 


„ 1s NO FORM GIVEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
as we ſhall fee farther on,” [we ſhould ſee into the 


New Teſtament for that, and not farther on] © it 
becomes abſolutely neceſſary in the Nature of 


* Things, that the Modes of external Adminiſtration 
e be of human Inſtitution.” Yov preſently add in 
the next Paragraph, P. 12, That the Almighty 


% alone adminiſters, and alone can adminiſter, the 


3 © Afairsof the whole World, and of the Church.” 
> This is like taking it again out of the Hands of 
Men. But to paſs over this, which may be an 
/ Overſight or Inadvertency, I ſhould be glad to know 
the determinate Meaning of this Form of external 
Government, Adminiſtration, or Polity, before I allow 
: theſe Modes to be ablolutely neceſſary 1 in the Nature 


of Things. I no more 15 intended than the Cele- 


bration T2 


- — — 
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1 

bration of divine Service by Prayer, Preaching, and 
Singing of Pſalms ; every Church or Society ſhould 
have a Form of this Sort; it is neceſſary for the 
Sake of Order, and to prevent Confuſion. But if 
the Import of thoſe Words extends farther, and in- 
cludes an Hierarchy ; that is, an Order of Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, c. or a Preſbitery, conſiſting of 
Deacons, Elders, Cc; or the Interpoſition of a 
Pope, King, Cardinal, or any other ſpiritual or 
temporal Power I deny this to be neceſſary at 
all. And to prove it, *tis ſufficient to ſay, that 
Numbers of religious Societies have exiſted, and 
do now exiſt, without any ſuch Order, Interpoſition 
or Superintendency : Whereas if it was abſolutely 
neceſſary in the Nature of Things that it ſhould be 
fo, they could not exiſt. Yet this ſeems to be the 
Thing aimed at : For in this and the next Page, 
12 and 13, you endeavour to ſhew, from Home, 
' SELDEN, and GRoT1vs, © That it is inconſiſtent 
« with the Being and Deſign of Human Societies, 
« that is, with the Narure- of Things, that there 4 
ſhould be two or more ſovereign Authorities (as 3 
« eccleſtaftical and civil) in one and the ſame So- 
„ ciety.” Yet you allow, in the ſame Breath, as 
an Geda, That the Chriſtian Church did for 
more than three hundred Years ſupport a Go- _ 
„ yernment within itſelf, independent of the civil | 
% Power, under which it was.” Then, if it could 
do it once, it may do it again; for what has been, 

5 may be: Anditis in vain to quote Authors againſt 
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Matter of Fact. But let us examine your Quorta- 
| tions. Our 47955 TOAUKOLEAVIN £15 voi tro, Hom. 


II. 2. I 7s not good, ſays HoMER, that many ſhould 


rule, let there be one King only. The Poet, in that 


Iliad, is enumerating the Commanders of Greece, 


who went forth to the Siege of Troy under the Ban- 
ner of AGAMEMNON; ad who were all temporal 


Princes. This Greek Line, therefore, which you 
thought not proper to tranſlate, does not happen to 
ſerve your Purpoſe. Nor does the Compariſons of 
SELDEN, of two Suns in the Heavens, and two 
Souls in the human Body, come up to the Point. 
6 But ſuppoſing we grant the Inconſiſtency of two 


Sovereigns in a State, one for civil, the other 


for eccleſiaſtical Affairs; (and inconſiſtent, I be- 
lieve it is, with the Good of that State, if not with 


the Nature of Things) yet, the Inference you draw 


from it does by no means follow ; to wit, That 
« either the civil Affairs of every Nation muſt be 
under the ſovereign Direction of eccleſiaſtical 
e Preſidents, or that the Adminiſtration and Di- 


3 rection of eccleſiaſtical Affairs, ſo far as they are 


* < not determined by divine Authority, muſt be 
under the Direction of the civil Power.” I ſay 
neither of theſe Ways are neceſſary. There is ano- 
ther Expedient much preferable to either; and that 
is, for the civil Governor to keep his Province, 
attend to and direct the civil Affairs of the Nation, 
and leave the Adminiſtration of eccleſiaſtical Af- 
= fairs to the People. Particular Societies can eaſil _ 
1 „ orm- 
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form themſelves into any Model they judge beſt, 

without Afliſtance from the civil Power. If they 
chuſe a Liturgy, let them compoſe one forthemſelves, 
or uſe ſuch a one as they like, or pray extempore. 
Thus it was in the Primitive Times of Chriſtianity, 
and thus, I apprehend, it ſhould have been at all 
Times. This would have prevented the unhappy 
| Conſequences that attended the contrary Practice: 


The inſatiable Deſire of Dominion in Prieſts and Go- 
the Itch of Ceremony-making the 


A 


Gnorfus you make inconfifient with himſelf, 
Et ſane eximi quicquam, &c. No Reaſon can be gi- 
den for exempting any Thing from the Adminiſtration 
of the ſovereign Power.” And immediately after you 
quote Chapter and Verſe, . Nunc qui actus non ſunt 
jure, c. Let us now ſee what Actions come 

not under the Command of the ſupreme Magiſtrate.” 

What Occaſion to enquire this, if no Reaſon can 
be given for exempting am Thing ?- 

And it is plain that thoſe Actions > are not under 
3 ˙ A pres Sta 


—the Terrors of the 
-and the Diſſentions that rend the 
Gallican Church at this Day. In this Caſe no King- 
dom would have been divided againſt itſelf on a reli- 
gious Account. Nor wou'd any Man have had | 
oppoſite Maſters to ſerve; none but God and his 
Country, whoſe Intereſts are inſeparable, and whoſe : 
Commands ought never to interfere. OE 93 


It follows, . 
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Bis Authority to command, which. are repugnant to 
the Law of Nature | juri naturali] or any other Law 


of God.” We ſhall find preſently, that you depart 


from this Limitation of GROrIus, and leave out 
in your Poſition juri naturali, the Law of Na- 
ture, or the Natural — of Mankind. 


| Pace I 5. And here I have always taken i it to 


be a certain Rule of Conduct to all Subjects, 


that Every Member of a ſovereign State, or 
civil Society, is in Duty bound to conform to 


© every Inſlitution of that State, which is not, or 


(which after a ſtrict and diſintereſt Examination) 
does not appear contrary to ſome divine Precept. 


And under the Influence of the Truth of this 


Poſition only, I have endeavoured to vindicate 


my Conformity to the eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 


ment of this Nation, contrary to the Principles 
of my EpucaT1on ; declaring to the Gentle- 


men of the Preſbyterian Perſuaſion, and I now 


repeat the Challenge, in this public Manner, (to 


borrow an Expreſſion from the Gentleman 1 
am now treating with) That if they, or any of 
them, will lay their Finger upon any one Action 
c abſolutely required of me, as a Lay-communi- 
c cant with the eſtabliſhed Church, which is 
©. repugnant to any Law of God, I will be a Diſ- _ 
on ſenter over again.“ „ 8 


HVöðüf 


« cept.” 
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Tals is a bold Challenge indeed !— 


And wil! 


nothing leſs than a Contradiction to ſome divine 


Precept content you: ? God forbid our Governors, 


fo mild and gracious as they are, ſo good and 
virtuous, ſhould abſolutely require any Action from 


the Subject, repugnant to his holy Law. This 


would be intolerable. The Diſſenters, Sir, do not, 
nor will, attempt ſo grating a Diſcovery, nor lay 


themſelves open to the Laſh of the civil Law ; 
waich forbids any one's writing, or even ſpeak- 


ing, againſt the Book of Common-Prayer, c. 


under Pain of corporal Puniſhment. So that if 


this be the Condition on which you will become a 
Difenter over again, you will very likely continue 


in your preſent Situation. But let us ſift this fa- 
mous Potion, under the Influence of which you 


endeavour to vindicate your Conformity to the 
eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment of this Nation, and ſee 
il it will ſtand the Teit of REASON, and the com- 
mon Light of Nature: For if the Poſition which 

influenced your Conduct be found to be ill grounded, 
you ought to rectify that Conduct, and become a 
 Diffenter over again, whether the other Thing can 
15 be cones or cannot. | 


« T hat every Member of a State l is in In Duty 


6 bound to Conform to every Inſtitution of that 
"+2 0 Stare, which is not contrary to ſome divine Pre- 
-This is the Poſition. If a State, then, 
ſhould 1 1 your engageing in a War, or Cruſade, 


15 


7 Es. ts, oe 


vg 


[ = 


to recover Paleſtine out of the Hands of Infidels, 


you will do it. If it inſtitute your going barefooted 


on a Pilgrimage to Jeruſalem, to expiate for your 
Crimes, you will do it. If to go to the Top of 


Mount Calvary * in France once a Year, or to the 
Tomb of THomas Aquinas in England, and there 


pray for Souls departed, or for the King and Royal 
Family, in order to obtain the Pardon of your Sins, 
you will comply. If to make Confeſſion of your 
Sins to a Prieſt for Pardon and Abſolution, you 
will, on this Principle, Conform to that alſo. For 
it would be found difficult, perhaps, to make any 
of theſe appear contrary to a divine Precept. I 


fancy too, you would find ſome Difficulty in com- 
plying, notwithſtanding your Poſition. And yet 
theſe are Things that have been inſtituted, Actions 


that have been required, in one State or other, if 
not in this of ours, and may be again done, if you 
attribute to them this unlimited Power. Again, if 
the State inſtitute or command the Uſe of Holy 
Water; of Salt and Spittle in Baptiſm ; of the 
Crucifix in Prayer of beating the Breaſt, turning 
the Body, and forty more Geſticulations i in the 0. 
chariſt, they muſt all be done; for ſhew me a 
divine Precept that forbids it. In ſhort, hier 
will not this Doctrine lead us? It equally ſerves 86 
vindicate Ly Conti to the Church of Rome, 


C (which 


| * A Mane two POWs "EE Paris, lens are fin or "A little 
Chapels, built upon Terraſſes, containing Repreſentations of ſo many _ 


different Scenes of our Saviour's Life, in Figures of Stone: Hither hes 
People are commanded! to reſort once a Lear, to pray; &c. Cal, 


( 20 
(which yet you ſeem to be no Friend to) as it does a 
Conformity to the Church of England. For you will 
find, it may be, very few Inſtitutions in the Former, 
cContrary to divine Precept, any more than in the 
Latter. Might not the groſſeſt Abſurdities, and even 
Contradictions be palmed upon us, by Virtue of this 
i Rule? Such as that Bread is Fleſh, and Wine Blood; 
„ that Three is One, and One Three; that white is 
1 black, and black, white; that three Angles ofß a 
1 Triangle are not equal to two right Angles: I ſay, 
WW - may not ſuch Things as theſe be taught us by the 
- Prieſts, when injoined by the State, if the Law of 
Neaſon is diſcarded from her Throne, and Conſcience | 
0 longer ſuffered to ſit as Umpire! 
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5 Tut have I ſhewn, in the Compaſs of a few 
i} Words, the Abſurdity of this Poſition; under the 
: Influence of which, and of which alone, you profeſs 
to juſtify your Conformity. Its Tendency wou'd 
be deftructive of true Piety and Virtue; by placing 
ſomething elſe in their Stead : And though Oc- | 
caſion will occur of ſaying more about it in the 
Sequel, yet does not this at once ſhew your Poſi - 
tion to be ill founded, and your Conduct, conſe- 
quent We to be ill adviſed : ? | 


— — — — 


— —X—wä0y W —— —— — P— ̃ — — 
8 33 a — * 
— — 2 — = "Sram — 
_— — 
GS. 


—_— —_— — - 
= — ” —— — - 
_ — — — — — 
— — — — — — = - . 
. — 


— — _ > — - — 


Lg 


* 8 
— — — — — 


I nave nothing to object againſt the Expediency, 
and Uſe, of what is argued for at p. 16, 4 wit, 
$8 Abſtracts and Formularies taken from the holy 


$6: < Scriptures, 
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* Scriptures, and the approvedWritings of Divines, 


&« drawn up by Men of Ability, for the Inſtruction 


of Youth ; or Diſſertations on religious Subjects 


| 0 


La 


being publicly read, for the Encouragement of 


60 Chriſtian Knowledge,” and that they "be recom- 


mended, if you are ſo deſirous, by the ſupreme 
Authority, but not enjoined, in ſuch a Manner as 


to take away Liberty from the Subjects to uſe them 


or no, as they think proper. The ſame may be 
faid in regard to Forms of Prayer : Your Recom- 


mendation of which, in preference to extempore 


Prayer, takes up the four following Pages, 1 7, 18, 


10, 20; where you ſuppoſe the Forms uſed in the 
eſtabliſhed Church to be more pertect and correct, 
and better adapted to the Majority of Congregations. 

In this Caſe I agree with you, that good precom- 
poſed Forms, though ſhort of Perfection, are pre- 

ferable to extempore Prayer, ill compoſed, or ill 
adapted to the State, and Capacities, of the Bulk of 
the People. On the other Hand, extempore 

Prayer, judiciouſly compoſed, properly expreſſed, 
and adapted to the Condition and Underſtanding of 
the People, and to the State of the Place and Na- 
tion in general; proceeding from an Heart warm'd 
with the Love of God, and animated with true Devo- 
tion, is, in the Opinion of many, much preferable to 

the beſt preſcribed Forms; which, though ever ſo 


correct, muſt loſe much of their Spirit and Efficacy, 


buy a dull or frequent Repetition. Nor do!] ſee the 
1 cen of that deſultory Action of che Mind you 


B 32. 8 ſpeak 
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tending a Miniſter's Service, I find he does not, 


in general, offer to the Almighty any thing improper, 
or unbecoming, I can join with him as he goes on, 
in a mental Manner, or low Repetition, without 
any Stop or Interruption. And as to the Abilities 


of a Miniſter, for the proper Performance hereof, 


I am ſo far from thinking there are very few who 
have Talents equal to the Taſk, that J believe 
there are many, and that there would be a great 
many more, in Caſe the Emoluments, ſo liberally 
beſtow'd in the Church, were annexed to the Ex- 


pectations of thoſe out of the Church, and made 2 
5 the Price of Merit. 


P. 20, You exp reſs a high Eſteem and Yene- 


ration for the Liturgy in uſe; particularly that 
Part of it called the Litany. I have a good Opinion 
of it too. The Compoſitions are many of em ex- 
cellent, and carry in them an Evangelical Spirit: 
Vet I cannot think the preſent Liturgy fo perfect, 
but that better may be formed; if ſome lately pub- 
liſhed may not juſtly diſpute the Preference *. But 
your Suggeſtion of the Authors being inſpired, will 
force a Smile from the Reader. I have as much 

Reaſon to believe that MiLTon, or SHAKESPEAR, | 
had the like ſuper-natural Aſſiſtance, in compoſing 

their Works, which diſcover a vaſt Superiority of 


7 2 see the Chuiſtian Lirurgy, and others. 


ſpeak of, in extempore Prayer: For if, on at- 
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Genius: Or, that ſome of our modern Divines 


have this Aid of the holy Spirit, whoſe extem- 
pore Performances, if committed to Paper, might 


poſſibly be found equal to any in Print. I can 
name, at leaſt, a late one, no diſtant Relation of 
mine, who compoſed, and publiſhed, two Volumes 


of Prayers; one for the Uſe of Families, the o- 
ther of young Chriſtians ; both excellent in their 


| Kind, and approved of by the Public, as appears 
by the Number of Editions they have each of them 


paſſed through: Yet thoſe who attended on that 


_ Gentleman's Miniſtration, or ever heard his extem- 
pore Prayers, will allow, that in Copiouſneſs of 


Thought, Dignity of Sentiment, Propriety of Ex- 


_ preſſion, Pathos; and in almoſt every Reſpect, they 
excelled the Forms he publiſhed. I know another 
Gentleman, who prepared Forms for his own Uſe in 
the Pulpit, and laid them aſide again; as finding 

he was able to perform better without them. Not- Ts 
withſtanding, as every one has not ſuch Talents, and 
as ſome are very unequal to the Taſk, it ſhould be 

recommended to thoſe who cannot Pray with Pro- 


priety extempore, to make uſe of Forms, the beſt 


they can meet with: And if the Congregation 5 
chuſe to join with the Miniſter aloud, 1 have no 
6 Objection. . 


: Bur you would have theſe Forms come from the 


1 civil Powers, p. 17. Jagree with you, that Forms may 
be very prudently appointed by them for the Service 
= of religious anne and may very prudent q : 
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be made uſe of by thoſe who approve of 'em, and 
have need of ſuch Helps. But here you muſt ſtop. 
For if once this ſame Authority you are fo ſtrenu- 

ous to ſupport, begin to uſurp a Power of enforcing 
the Uſage of ſuch Forms, and pretend to compel 
every religious Aſſembly to the Obſervance thereof, 
whether they approved of them or not; this would 

be highly imprudent, to call it no wor: It would 
be ſo on Account of its unhappy Effects: Its pro- 
ducing a fretful, diſcontented Spirit among the 
People: A very improper Temper 1 in a Worſhip- 


per of God! But if the Form is of their own chu- 


ſing, and free from Compulſion or Conſtraint, it 
Co much more likely to be performed in a proper 


Manner, and to have a good Effect on the Heart 
: and Life. 1 


7 Tux external C (Economy and Government of the 
5 1 is again brought upon the Tapis at p. 21. 
and extended to the ſeveral Orders of Men, in 
proper Subordination, as is eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England; you think it is very plain 
the ſupreme Authority hath an undoubted Right 
to interpole and inſtitute ſuch Order in this Re- 
nz gard, as ſhall upon juſt Deliberation, appear | 
1 moſt conducive to the Public Good.” 13 | 


. Ir is far from being very plain that this Order 
Y is moſt conducive to the public Good. Whether 

the ſupreme Authority has a Right to inſtitute ſuch 
an Order, I will not take upon me to determine. 
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Tt . be very aſſuming, in one of my Station, to 


pretend to fix the Limits of the ſupreme Authority. 


If it has a Right to inſtitute an Order of Knights, 


why not of Biſhops too ? But you carry it further, 


and lay it down as a Thing not to be diſputed, 


« That the Church, as a human Society, cannot 


4 ſubſiſt without ſocial Laws and Government, and 
4 theſe Laws muſt be under the Adminiſtration of 


“ ſome Perſon, or Perſons, appointed for that Pur- 
« poſe.” The Church, as a civil Society, cannot 


conveniently ſubſiſt without civil or ſocial Laws; 
which mult be under Adminiſtrators, that is, Per- 
# | ſons to execute, or put them in F orce. But the 
I Church, as a religious Society, may, has, and 
probably ever will, ſubſiſt in one Part of the 
World or other, without any Laws, but thoſe of 

Irsus CnrisT, or any Government, but that of 

Harmony and Order ; and conſequently without 
requiring civil Officers ſet over to inſpect them. 
So that this ſecond Poſition being found falſe in 
Pact, the Arguments built upon it, and the Infe- 
rrences drawn from it, fall like the Former. 


Bur to he more particular. You lows the Way, 


by endeavouring to ſhew, P. 21, 22, © That there 
is no Form of external Adminiſtration that can 

be ſaid to be of divine Inſtitution, and conſe- : 
« quently of perpetual Uſe and Obligation in the 
Church of CHRIST.“ This was ſaid before in 
capital Letters, and it comes again at P. 1 
* It is, notwithſtanding, liable to diſpute. Four 


[ 26 ] 

1955 dixit will not paſs current with me. To 4 

| know whether there is a Form of external Admini- 
tration, as you phraſe it, (for this, like the Word 
Church, is of great Latitude, and ſerves on all Oc- 
caſions) that can be ſaid to be of divine Inſtitution, 
we muſt look into the New Teſtament itſelf. Iho * 


| we cannot find there the ſame Form that is uſed in 
b: the Church of England, yet there may be found 


„5 ſuch Traces, as ought to be deemed a ſufficient 
wh: Foundation for the Conduct of ſucceeding Ages, in 
I | Matters both of Faith and Practice, 


A. 
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On Saviour, when he 880 3388 his Mini- 
ſtry, well underſtood the Errand he came upon. 
The firſt great Point was, to prove his divine 
Miſſion. Accordingly, after ſelecting twelve 
Men, a competent Number to be Witneſſes of _ 

his Tanſactions, and rehearſe them to the World, 
he commenced with working Miracles: A thing 
no mortal Man could do. And theſe were of 

ſuch a Nature, as demonſtrated the Upright- 
neſs of his Intentions, and his great Benevolence 3 
to Mankind. He gave Siglit to the Blind; 
Feet to the Lame; healed all Manner of Di. 

eaſes, without the Uſe of Medicine; ſtrengthened 
the Weak; and comforted the Diſtreſſed; ſolved 
every one's Doubts and preached the Goſpel to 
to the Poor ——Godlike Acts indeed! A Perſon 
thus accompliſhed, could not fail to draw after him 
| Crowds of People, with Minds prepared to receive 
whatever ſhould come from him. He then ſtood 9 
88 N e 8 upon 
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ſary 


impure— 
Matters of the Law, were Mercy, Juſtice and 
Faith 


Tl 


upon an Eminence, and at one Time delivered the 
beſt Syſtem of Ethics ever divulged to the World, 
in the Preſence of a Multitude of People *. Theſe 


Doctrines our Lord inculcated under various Forms, 
repeated at different Times, and in different Places; 
not only in the open Fields, but in the Temple and 
Synagogues of the Jews; which he ſcrupled not 


cConſtantly to make uſe of; never attempting by 
his Authority to make any Alteration in the Forms 


then in uſe. But his Example, and that of his 
Apoſtles, which was to be the Pattern of future 
Times, ſhewed——that the Rites and Ceremonies, 
attending the Moſaic Law, were no longer neceſ- 
—that faſting, waſhing of Hands and Cups, 
long Prayers in the Streets, tything Mint, Anniſe 

and Cummin, was of no avail whilſt the Heart was 

that the weighty, the moſt important 


that the Time was come, when God 
was to be fund equally in all TIN and worſhip- 
ped in Spirit and in Truth F——that in vain did 
they worſhip him, who taught D of human 


nſtitution, who approached him with the Mouth, 


and honoured him with Lip-ſervice, whilſt the 
Heart was abſent that the true Character- 


{ iſtic of his genuine Diſciples was that of loving one 


another; for Love, he ſaid, ($0 UNIVERSAL ISC 
THAT AMIABLE PRINCIPLE,) is the Fulfilling of 


the Law. Prayer to the F ather of all, he ſhewed | 
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was of general Obligation, by being frequent in it 
himſelf, and compoſing a Model. He preached 
| likewiſe, or expounded the Scriptures then in being, 
and joined in ſinging of Hymns. Such was the Form 
of our Lord's Adminiſtration, It ſeems to partake 
very much of a ſpiritual Nature, and conſequently 
to be internal. He taught, he preached, he prayed, 
he praiſed God; and thus ſhould we do. 


Lx us now ſee how the Apoſtles fed, when 


they came upon the Stage, and what their Form of 
Adminiſtration Was. 


In the tenth Chipner of MarrRHEw's Goſpel, the 


5 Gxth of Mark's, and the ninth of Luxz's, we 
have the Commiſſion that was given to the Apoſtles 
when they were firſt ſent out; the Powers they 

| were inveſted with, their Habit and Behaviour de- 
ſcribed. Go not ye among the Gentiles, and into the 

| Cities of the Samaritans enter ye not. But go rather 
unto the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. And as ye 
paſs on, Pxxach to them, ſaying, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand. Cure the Sick, cleanſe the Leper, 
raiſe the Dead, caſt out Devils; freely ye have re- 

_ ceived, freely give. Take no Gold, nor Silver, nor Coin 
in your Purſes : Neither Scrip for your Fourney, nor 
Shoes on your Feet, nor Staff in your Hand, nor Bread: 
For the Labourer is worthy of bis Support. Into 
whatſoever Houſe ye enter, ſalute them, ſaying, Peace 
VE * unto this , * any in it are worthy, your | 
5 Tee e N 


[29] 
| Peace will come unto them; if not, it will return 
z unto you again. Behold, 1 ſend you out as Sheep a- 
$ mong Wolves. Be ye therefore wiſe as Serpents, and 
1 as Doves. This is the Charge our Lord 
ag to his Apoſtles ; thoſe great Chriſtian Biſhops. 
As if he had ſaid, ſpeaking in the Language of 
| theſe Times My Friends and F ollowers, 5 
your firſt grand Concern is with the Jews. Let 
my ancient choſen People have the firſt Tidings of 


a Saviour, their promiſed Meſſiah. Tell them that 


* Cnr1srT is indeed come; and that Salvation is now 
offered them. Let that be the Subject of your Mi- 


mary.  Go——and to give a Sanction to your 
he Doctrine, exerciſe the mighty Powers I inveſt you 
ve 3 Vith. Do the very Works that I myielf have done; 
les 3 and thus demonſtrate by your Actions, that your 
ey Authority is divine. Liberally have I imparted 
le- Talents unto you; as freely do you beſtow your 
the 1 Bleſings. But make no ſort of Proviſion for your 
her Journey. Go not in the Pomp and Splendor of 
96% this World. Carry no Mitre on your Head, nor 
of | Croſier in your Hand. Let the Goodneſs of your 
er, 13 the Purity and Simplicity of your Man- 
re- ners, be your Equipage; and the Souls you convert, 
oin our Retinue. If they receive you, and embrace 
nor your Doctrine, you will doubtleſs be maintained; 
4 if they do not, you are but as you were, ready 00 
11 enter :nother City, and to try your Succeſs there. 
ace Always remembring that I ſend you forth, not as 
our Wolves ene Sheep, to tear and fleece the F lock; on 


ace 


r 


[39] 

but as Sheep amongſt Wolves, harmleſs and! inno- 
fenſive. And as great Skill, and Judgment, and 
Delicacy, are requiſite, to deal with the different 
Tempers of Mankind; let the Wiſdom of the 
Serpent be added to the Innocency of the . 
5 and united in Jour Characters,” 


hs this plain, fimple, and candid Manner, did 


our great Law-giver lay down the Plan of their 

Operations; fortifying their Breaſts, at the ſame 
Time, with Courage, Firmneſs and Reſolution, to 

withſtand the Rage of Enemies, and to endure with 
Patience the Uſage they muſt expect to meet with; 


and this on Conſideration of what he himſelf ſhould 
_ ſuffer; intimating, that they could bear no greater 
that the Diſ- 


Hardſhips than their Leader bore— 
ciple was not above his Maſter, nor the Servant 
above his Lord that they might think they 
came well off, if the Diſciple was treated as his 


Mlaſter, and the Servant fared no worſe than his 
| Lord. Marr. ch. 10. 


Patri 1 BY read of ſeventy more being 
ſent out in the ſame Manner, and with the very 
ſame Inſtructions. | 


5 Tur laſt | Charge that CHRIST delivered to his 
Apoſtles was in theſe Words : All Power is given 
unto me in Heaven and in Earth. Go ye, therefore, 
and aiciple, or inſtruct all Nations 3 baptizing them 

ie Oi 


far] 
in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them ¶ didacnorres] to do all 
Things whatſoever I have commanded you *. In St. 
MaRK& it is: Go throughout all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature +. St. Luxs ſays: 
He opened their Minds to underſtand the Scriptures, 
and ſaid, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
2 CarisrT to ſuffer, and on the third Day to riſe a- 
gain; that in his Name Amendment of Life, or 
 Repentance, and Forgiveneſs of Sin ſhould be preached 
unto all Nations, beginning at eruiert. 


1 Tuksk are Gs of our Saviour laſt Works 
F and let us ſee how his Orders were executed. 


Taz Apoſtles ſtaid in ene until they re- 
cCeived the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and were in 
the mean time, in the Temple, praiſing God, and 
Living of thanks |. When they were properly pre- 

= paredby a Skill in Languages, and other Gifts, they 
began with preaching this important and funda- 

mental Truth, That the Perſon whom they (the 

Jews) had with wicked Hands crucified and ſlain, 
but whom God had raiſed again, was no other than 
the promiſed Meſſiah, the expected Saviour of the 
World. This was ſupported with ſuch ſtrong Ar- 7 


gained Aſſent. Three thouſand were convinced at 
once, and anxiouſly defired to know what they had 
)) wr aim a 
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Sir, have laid down - 


[32] 
to do. Repent, ſays PeTzR, and reform, and be 


baptized every one of you in the Name of Txsvs, 
for the Pardon of your Sins. For to you the Promiſe 


 appertains, and to your Children, and others ſtill more 
remote, even whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of the 
Lord our God. Theſe were the leading Doctrines 


the Apoſtles taught and preached : CHRIST cruci- 
fied, and a Reformation of Manners. They were 


conſtant in Prayer alſo, and ſung Hymns of Praiſe*. 
This was the Form of their Adminiſtration. 
They thought good to lay no greater 
Burthen upon the People, than ſuch Things as were 
neceſſary; nor to uſe more Ceremonials, chan what 
were conducive to Piety and Virtue. 
followed their Example. They attended to the Doc- _ 
trines of the Apoſtles; with mutual Participation 
breaking of Bread, and giving 3 
This was the Form of Worſhip amongſt the firſt | 
Chriſtians : To pray, to preach, or expound the 
Scriptures, and to fing Praiſes}. 
has continued in the World down to this Day; 
though with ſome Variations, if they may not, mor | 
wy properly, be called ADULTERATIONS. 


of Thanks . 


Tur . firſt fouled hls pure Seine! . 
And they did it by the very Maxims which you, 
The civil Powers, under 
15 4 the Poe Pretence of ſupporting the Church, 


took 
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Plain 


The People 5 5 
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801 upon themſelves the Direction of whatever 
appertained to it. This was an Uſurpation 1 
Conſequences of which, though not felt at firſt, 
were in time bad enough. It is needleſs to enume- 
rate them. Few Perſons are unacquainted with 
what has been, and is ſtill done, in the Church of 
Rome, where a too ſtrict Attendance upon and At- 
tachment to a numerous Train of Externals in Reli- 
gion, has tended to weaken the Regard due to real 
internal Piety, to ſolid and ſubſtantial Virtue. 
The pious Reformers of this Nation reduced 
the Number of Articles of Faith, which had : 
been added to thoſe of the Goſpel : They diſcarded 
an uſeleſs Load of Rites and Ceremonies that had 
been introduced into the Worſhip of God; and if 
we conſider the Prejudices the Mind of Man la- 
bours under, and the Fondneſs of the Vulgar for 
what Cuſtom has made familiar, they performed 
Wonders. But, whether from the Weight of the 
Load, or from what other Reaſon, they left ſome _ 
{till remaining, which ſeem foreign to Chriſtianity, . 
an Augmentation of the Faith and Laws of C HR IS T, 


and a "deviation: from the Practice of the Firit 


Chriſtians. They threw off the Roman Yoke it 
is true; but it was by putting on another. The 
2 King's e was concerned, or rather his Love; 3 
; and as they had his Aſſiſtance in doing it, his Ma- 
jeſty thought he had as good a Right to be Head 


(24) 


bf the Church as the Pope. And in this he thou ght 


juſtly; neither of them having any Right of ar 
Sort at all: For, if the former was an Uſurpati- 
on, this was no leſs ſo. There were not wanting, 
at that Time, Men who ſaw thro” this Delulion -: : 


Saw that they had only changed Maſters ; a fo- 


reign One for one near at home. T hey ſaw, too, 


that the Reformation was imperfect in other re- 
ſpects. They endeavoured to carry it farther, as 

other Nations had done, and render the Worſhip 
of God more pure and ſpiritual, and bring it 
nearer to the Original Standard. Hence they 
were called Puritans, by thoſe who differed 
from them ; theſe latter thinking their Notions 
too pure. In Time, however, they became a con- 
ſiderable Body; and thro* many Difficulties and 
Perſecutions, which they nobly endured, at laſt 
gained their Point : If not for the whole Nation, . 
at leaſt for themſelves; and eſtabliſhed a Church, 

vr more properly a Form of Werſhip, agreeable 
to their own Sentiments. This Form, which the 
reformed abroad obſerved, conſiſted ſimply of 
Prayer, preaching the Word, and Praiſe ; with 
the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper. and 
Baptiſm; enjoining nothing as an Object of Faith, 


but what every one found, or believed he found, 


in the Word of God; nor of Practice, but 
what he was ſatisfied to "be conſiſtent therewith, 
This is the Origin of our modern Diſſenters, and 


this their Praftice | 3  Preſbyterians, Independents, 


Anavapalts, 5 


(35) 
Anabaptiſts, or by whatever other Stile or Title 
they are called; all going upon that excellent 
Principle, Independency of the Civil Powers, and 
the Rights of private Judgment and Pratlice, in 
Matters of Religion. A Principle you have not 
been able to overthrow, with all your Arguments 
and Quotations. And how ſhould you ? for it 
is founded in NaTuRE | Notwithſtanding, you 
endeavour to do it, by more Quotations from 
 GroTivs and PurrENDORE, . 24; 254 20. n 
regard to which it may be obſerved by the Way, 
that whenever a Sovereign uſurps a Power that 
does not belong to him, there are never wanting 


Men, and learned Men too, to ſpeak and write 


in his favour. This Truth was notoriouſly veri- 
fied in ſome late Reigns. When the Heads of a 
royal Family, ſince diſcarded, attempted to ren- 
der themſelves abſolute, and their Government 0- 
ver this Nation deſpotic ; how was Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non-reſiſtance iſſued from the Preſs, 
yea, even bellowed from the Pulpit ! Dodtrines 
that every Body now is aſhamed to avouch ; not- 
withſtanding your Poſitions, your Arguments, 
and Quotations lead to them. Let us again ex- 
amine your Quotations. : VVV 


b who I believe was a very g 800d, as 
5 well as learned Man, is more cautious in his Ex- 
preſſions than you would have him be. Summer 


ee b 


: 3 


[36] 


Potejtatis, &c. We ſay that the Authority of the 


Sovereign Power extends not only to prophane or civil 


Affairs, but to ſacred alſo. This is brought in 
Confirmation of what you juſt before ſaid, name- 
ly, „that the Form of Church Government or 
« Policy, as well as other Things of a public 
Nature appertaining to the good of the whole 


« Community, is to be determined by the Advice 
and Conlultation of Men properly qualified and 


appointed, but under the lol Authority of the 
_ ſupreme Civil Power, ” 


Mos People I judge, will agree with GROo- 


Tus, that facred Matters may appertain to the 


Cognizance of the Civil Power; and this ſo far 
as they are connected with Civil Affairs, and tend 
to the good of the Community. A Sovereign, Who 
has the- good of the Subject at Heart, will take 
Care of Tthe Morals of his People, as well as of their 


Property ; as the ſecurity of the former tends to 


their good, no leſs than the latter. But to enjoin a 
Form | of Worſhip to be obſerved by the People, 
or to create a number of Men, ever ſo well qua- 
| lified, to draw up, and exforce, with the leaſt pe- 
nal Sandtion, the obſervance of a Form, diſliked, 
_ diſapproved of, by the People; which they hold 
not to be agreeable to the Mature of the Thing; leſs 
acceptable to the Deity, or inconſiſtent with their : 
This, I ſay, can 


own Rights and Privileges— 


| never tend to the good of the Community : It 
5 never 


r ß e, 
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never did, never will, nor ever can. We prove 
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it from Facts. When the Family before menti- 
oned endeavoured to erect an Hierarchy in Scot- 
land, and introduce the Engliſh Liturgy into that 
Church, what Miſchiefs did not enſue! What 


Hardſhips did that unhappy People undergo on 
that very Occaſion ! The Arts, the Stratagems, 
hay, the Perſecutions and Cruelties exerciſed by 


thoſe crowned Heads, to gain theſe Points, Hit- 


tory informs us of : Hiſtory records the horrid | 


Scene to their eternal Infamy 1 Men, whoſe Of- 
fice it was to be Protectors of the People, and to 
preſerve the Peace of the Public, became the great- 


eſt Breakers of it! Confuſion took the Place of 
Order; Cruelty fat in the Scat of Mercy; Ty- 
ranny uſurped the Throne of Liberty | ; Barbarity 5 
baniſhed the ſoft Emotions of Humanity ; Falſe 
Zeal extirpated all Tenderneſs and Pity ; the ſa- 
| cred Rights of Conſcience were trampled upon, 
and the "Chriſtian. Church filled with moſt unchri- 
ſtian Evils! But they prevailed not- 
nobly withſtood, patiently faffered, perſevered, 
and regained their Liberty. Their Church Go— 
vernment is liable to great E xceptions and Incon- 
veniences, on account "of the Authority exerciſed ; 
yet it is their own Choice, and it is ſo far free: 
Nor would they have thought of procuring an Act 
from the Civil Powers, in their Favour, at the 
time of the Union of the two Kingdoms, if there 
* had not been a — chat the like tragic 


— The Scots 
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scenes, their Eyes had fo lately beheld, might 


ſometime be acted over again. For every crowned 


Head owes Protection and Support to the * 


in all their Rights and Privileges. 


PurFENDORF, you ſay, diſcuſſes this Queſtion, 
« Whether it is requiſite the outward Government 


5 of the Chriſtian Religion be lodged with the King, 


with the Body of the Clergy, or with one Particu- 


lar, independent of the ſupreme Majeſtrate.“ p. 25. 
1 maintain that it is not requiſite 1 it ſhould be lodged 
with any of them. Themere putting ſuch aQueſtion, 
ſhews the Pretenſions of all of em to be doubtful. 
And in truth, the Chancellor, if he is not incon- 
ſiſtent with himſelf, is of the ſame Opinion: For 
he ſays, at the End of your Quotation, << It can- 
not be denied, that as every one is bound by Na- 
ture to SERVE Gop, fo alſo it is at the ſame Time 
in his Power, to perform the outward Ceremonies 
of Religion, in ſuch a Manner as he believes moſt 
pleaſingto God.” Itis ſurpriſing you durſt venture to 
quote a Sentence lo much againſt yourſelf. For, if it is 
in every One's Power to perform the outward Cere- 
monies of Religion in the Manner he believes moſt 
pleaſing to God. it cannot be in the Power of any 
other, to oblige him to perform them differently. 
Tou add. This natural Right of every One to 
judge of, and chuſe, th: Manner of his paying 
„ his Homage to the moſt High, is what I have 
50 olten heard alledged * che. Diſſenters, as the 
. — moſt 


[39] 


& moſt indubitable and unatTERABLE Right of 


«Ge very Man, Whereas I have before proved that 


« this is one of thoſe Things which is not deter- 


„ mined by any natural or revealed Law, which 


« the Almighty hath given to Mankind.” Pur- 


' FENDORF'S Authority, which you have cited above, 
maintaining that every Man has a Power, orRight, 


to worſhip God i in ſuch a Manner as he thinks moſt 
pleaſing to him, is alſo a ſufficient Anſwer to this 
Part of your Argument. As to revealed Law, it 
is there plainly enough determined in favour of 


the right of Private Judgment. 


| Je8vs CurisrT, che great Author of Revelati- 7 


on, was careful to make no Incroachment on this 
natural Right. He, who had the Power, it any 
One ever had, to enforce 15 his Authority an Af. 
ſent to his Doctrines; or, by corporal Puniſh- 
ments exact Obedience” 6 to his Precepts ; never 
once attempted it. On the contrary, he rebuked 
his Diſciples, yet unacquainted with the Nature 
of his Religion, who propoſed the calling for Fire 


from Heaven, to chaſtiſe the obſtinate. And ſo 


far were he, and the Apoſtles, from referring any 


thing to the deciſion of the Civil Magiſtrate, that 


; they did not ſo much as intereſt the Governors in 
their behalf, on any Occafion. The Princes of the | 


Gentiles exerciſe Dominion, and they who are great 
. raiſe aer; but it e not be 75 among You, 
ſays 


4 


ſays « our Saviour. Mat. 20. 2 5, Here now is a 


Divine Law, as ftrong, I think, as Words can 


make it, againſt great Men, Princes, or Poten- | 
tates, exerciſing any Dominion or Authority in 
the Church of CaurisT. If St. Paul once ap- 


pealed to Cæs AR, who was poſſeſſed of the ſu- 


preme Sovereign Power, it was an Appeal from 
an inferior Tribunal to a ſuperior one, in an Affair 
of a civil Nature; to wit, a falſe Impriſonment. 
On the other hand, the Apoſtles, as well as our 
Lord himſelf, frequently appealed to the Judg- 
ment and Conſciences of the People, for the Truth 
and Juſtice of what they delivered; which they left 
to their Deciſion, without putting any Conſtraint 


upon their Thoughts or Actions. Theſe Inſtances, 


which are numerous enough both in the Goſpels 
and Fpiſtles, ſhew, that the Vulgar had a Capacity 
ſufficient for Judging in the Cale, and a Right to 
follow chat e % 


Mort Quorations are ' roaght: from PurrEN- 


bor, p. 26, which are either forcian to the Queſ- 
tion, or contradict the Sentence Juſt mentioned. 
And when an Author begins to contradict himſelf, 
it is time to give him up. But there is another 
4: Quotation from GroTivs may require conſidera- 
tion, as it is uſhered in twice. Duo ſunt genera 
a ctuum, Sc. There are two Kinds of imperial 3 
dohich do not appertain to the governing Powers, Viz. 
to | command what God hath Tae and to 4 . 


what ; 


. = 


[ 41 ] 

what God hath commanded. ” What GRortus ſays 
here is doubtleſs true; but as you obſerved on a- 
nother Occaſion, it is not the whole Truth. For 
there are certainly many imperial Acts which ap- 
pertain not to the governing Power, concerning 
which there is no expreſs Law of God to be found. 
In general, to command any thing, in Religion, to 
be held as a neceſſary part of our Duty, which 
God has not commanded, can never come within 
the Verge of that Tribunal, This is ſo clear a 
Truth, that thoſe who cannot aſſent to it at firſt 
View, will ſcarcely be convinced by a multiplicity 
of Words. It is a Truth that will be found to 
hold good in an arbitrary, as well as a limited, 
Monarchy. So that this favourite Poſition ſelect- 
ed from Gkorlus, i is greatly defective, and there- 
fore ought not to be admitted as a complete Max- 
im in Politics. 5 


Carvin and Hook R are brought in, p. 27 
and 28. One would have thoupht it ſuperfluous 
to call in theſe Divines to your Aid, after the great 
Ones who have gone before. But theſe are your 


Authorities. Was 1 diſpoſed to quote Authors, I 


might have brought great and learned Men to my 
Aſſiſtance, and ; 5-H poſſibly, from your own 
Church. But Authors, how great ſoever, are not 


infallible, nor to be followed implicitly. 1 pin my 


2 aith on no Man! 8 Sleeve. My. Authorities are, 
Cory the 
Cx f 


ones too, with whom to adviſe , 3 as good Judges, 
perhaps, as ever Carvin was. 1 ſpeak it with- 
out Diſreſpe&t to his Memory. Calvix was a 
great, a learned, and, it is hoped, a good Man : b 
But one Act of his ſtands upon Record, which is 
0 Proof, no Inſtance, of either one or the other; 
that was, his cauſing SERVETUS, an expert Ana- 1 
tomiſt and eminent Phyſician, to be put to Death ,* 
: En an Heretic, for the honeſt Exerciſe of his ra- 


TOLL 


the New TzsTAMENT, Marrans or Fact, and 
 Reason ; or the Underſtanding that God has 


given us. Theſe are powerful Weapons; and 
well managed, may be found, without other re- 


ſource, abundantly ſufficient to anſwer whatever 


you have erroneouſly advanced. But let us ſee 


what thoſe Gentlemen do for you. 


« TRE very oreat and learned Cavin, you 


„ fay, (p. 27) maintains the ſame Thing; whoſe 
Arguments I have not room to tranſcribe. 
2 Whoever hath a Mind, may find them in his 

<« three or four firſt Chapters of his fourth Book 


29 


« of Inſtitutions. ? It you have no room to 


tranſcribe his Arguments, I have no room to an- 
ſwer them; and believe I ſhall never have a Mind 
to look into his Book of Inſtitutions. My Book 
of Inſtitutions is the BIRLE. I admit of no In- 
ſtitutions, in Religion, that are not to be found 
therein: Of which, if I think myſelf incapable 


Of judging, we have Divines nearer home, living 
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tional Faculties ; thus at once facrificing a fellow 
Creature, and extinguiſhing one of the Lights in 


Medicine! An Action both ſhocking and un- 


juſtifiable. 


Hook ER declares againſt the Suppoſition of 


the particular Divine Authority of any one 
Scheme of Eccleſiaſtical Polity or Adminiſtra- 


« tion; and aſſerts, That all of that kind ariſe 


only from the general Obligation we are under 


% from Nature and Revelation to be obedient to 
c the Laws of thoſe Societies to which we be- 
« long. Hooktr ſhould have added, 
That the Obligation ceaſes, whenever thoſe Laws 


interfere with the Laws of God, or with the natu- 
ral Rights and religious Liberties of Mankind. It 
was an n Infringement of theſe, by unreaſonable Im- 


poſitions, which gave occaſion to thoſe many De- 


bates you complain of in the next Paragraph, P. 28, 


which ſo diſtracted our Church and Nation through- 
out the laſt e 


Ix Page 2 9 you nnd the Preſbyterianiſm 
of Scotland, which may, you ſay, amongſt a Peo- 
ple generally under the influence of the: Virtues 
before mentioned (to wit, a pure and unfeigned 


Faith, with univerſal Holineſs of Life, Sincerity, 


Piety and Charity,) pretty well anfwer the ſame 
Ends as Epiſcopalianiſm, or the Eſtabliſnment in 
England. But you think this laſt the beſt that 


ever was in any Nation, fir ce our Sa Vieur” s Time.” 
5 Thi $ 


[44] 


T his! is a high Character indeed. But ſuppoſe an- 
other ſhould ſay as much of the Church of Scotland 
another of the Church of Holland; another of that 


of Rome; others, again, that it would be better 


if the Civil Powers were not to make any Church 
Eſſtabliſhment at all: Whoſe Judgment muſt we 
concur in? Can you expect yours to be preferred 
to that of a thouſand others, equally learned and 


= judicious ! ? Surely not. It ſhould be conſidered by 


Gentlemen who have fo high an Opinion of the 
Church of England, that it is a Church ui generis; 
that it is (to compare great Things with ſmall) a 
| Noun Subſtantive, which ſtands by itſelf ; none 

of the reformed Churches abroad being built upon 
the fame Model with that of England. "Now if this 
laſt be the beſt that ever was in any Nation fince our 
Saviour's Time, (and if ſince our Saviour's Time, 


ve may ſafely add, before his Time,) I ſay, if it 


be the beſt that ever was, it is a Myſtery to me, 


hov none of the Reformed abroad came to hit up- 


on it. How the great and learned Carvin, whom 
you admire, and pay ſuch Deference to ; the re- 
nowned LUTHER, BrZz a, MELANCTON, and 0- 
ther noble Worthies, who firſt led on the Dawn 3 
of Reformation, ſhould none of them think of an 
| Hierarchy, and other Characteriſtics that diſtin- 
guiſh the Engliſh Church. That neither in Ger- 

many, where | the Reformation firſt began, nor in 


France, Holland, or Switzerland, where it made 
uch Progress nor even in Scotland, where the 


Example 1 


F 


5 
; 


t&s1 


| Eximple | was before their Eyes, any one ſhould 
fall upon, or think of copying, ſo plain a Scheme 


for eſtabliſhing the beſt Church that ever was in 
being. So excellent, as that none of the Churches 
2 juſt mentioned, nor even that of Geneva, ſhould 


be compared to her. How came England to be 


thus wiſe in eccleſiaſtical Affairs, hve her N eigk- 


bours? It would be more modeſt, methinks, to 
ſuppoſe-« our Neighbours to have as much Wiſdom 


as we have; as well to underſtand the nature of 
Religion, as to find out a proper Form of wor- 


ſhipping God. Has national Prejudice, which 


they ſay is apt to run high, no ſhare in aſcribing 


this ſuperlative Knowledge to ourſelves ? If the 


Church of England is 15 very tenacious of her 
4 Superiority, let her obſerve how much the Majority 


is againſt her; when no other Nation upon Earth, 


pos perhaps two thirds even of her own enligntened 


Country, think, in that Reſpect, as ſhe does. This 


2 muſt be a mortifying Circumſtance, where Pride 


has any Place. Tis true, to have a King at the 
head of a Church, an Engliſh Senate on it's ſide; 

Nobles, Lords and Gentlemen in the Intereſt : 

Biſhops and Archbiſhips for it's Officers ; Riches, 
Titles and Honours at command, are oreat San- 
ctions; and, with Muſic, and many ſumptuous 
Trappings, apt to dazzle the Minds of Beholders, 


and heighten the Opinion of it's Advocates. On 
che other hand, to embark in the Cauſe of pure 
Religion, and undefiled ; ; to. admire her in her 
naked 


„„ 
naked. Beauty; to worſhip God in Spirit 


and in Truth, acknowledging Jesus, the Son of 1 


God, as ole Lord and Head of his Church, tho? 


_ deſtitute of the pompous Pageantry of worldly Ho- 1 
nours, and the gay Ornaments of gorgeous Ap- 
parel, mult yield to a pious Soul TA lecret ſatiſ- 


faction that the World cannot give I would 
not derogate from the Church real Merit, nor 
ſay a Word to widen the Breach rather help to 
heal the Diviſions that the Rigour of her Maſters 
formerly introduced. It has its Excellencies. An 
| honeſt and upright Member of the Church of E Eng- 
land, is a reſpectable Character in every Country: 


Numbers of ſuch the Church of England can now 


boaſt of; and it is their own F ault, not the 
Church's, if they ſupport it not. But whenever a 
Son of her's departs from thoſe virtuous Principles 
you ſo well enumerated, wherein the true Dignity 
of the Character conſiſts, he will fall as low in the 
| Eyes of others, as ever he was exalted in his own. 
Here then let us reſt. Let us ſum up the whole in 
a few Words, and conclude it thus; that that 
Church is the beſt Church, whoſe Members are 
under the ſtrongeſt Influence of the Virtues before 
mentioned; a pure and unfeigned Faith, with u- 
niverſal Holineſs of Life, Sincerity, Piety, and 
Charity, let it's external CEconomy, TORY, | or 
. Kumite ation, be what it will. 


Bur 
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Bur you Ascent to particulars, and oberer, 
p. 29, that the Modes and Ceremonies of the 


4 Church, which have been the Occaſion of great 


and miſchievous Quarrels, might eaſily have 


been avoided, by an attention to public Utility. 


« For Inſtance, of what great Moment is it, you 
« aſk, whether thoſe who by Office preſide in re- 
ec ligious Afemblies, appear in white, black, or 


« red; or that their Veſtments be of this or that 


« Cut or Shape ? And as there 1s no original 
0 Excellence in any one of theſe Differences, what 
« can hinder but that the ſupreme Civil Magi- 
« ſtrate, or Magiſtracy, whoſe Office it is to 
« regulate Things of an indifferent Nature, for 


* the Peace and Convenience of the Public, may, 


« by his Authority, ordain that which on Con- 
ſideration and Advice ſhall be judged beſt, to 
cc be of general Uſe? ” I anſwer, it is of 


4 
* 


Moment only to the Aſſembly itſelf ; and there- 
fore they alone ought to have it the Way and 


Manner they judge moſt ſuitable; and not the 
Magiſtrate, whoſe Office is not to regulate, much 


leſs enforce Things of this Nature: Indifferent I 
call them not, for they have alter'd their Nature, 


and are no longer indifferent, when enforced by 
public Authority. Tou add, © and in particu- 


lar may appoint, that he who reads the public 
* Service ſhould be veſted in white, and he who 


« ſtands to inſtruct the People per in black, 
55 without 


[45] 


« without aſcribing any Sanctity, or divine Au- 


<« thority, to either z and without believing that 
the Prayers and Inſtructions receive any Effi- 
e cacy from the different Habit of the Miniſter. 
„ But as the Weakneſs of many People is prone to 
« imagine excellencies in mere Diſtinctions, it is 


<« neceſſary to prevent the ill Conſequences which 


might ſpring from ſuch 1 by fixing all 
52:08. ſuch Ceremonies.” - 


Wirz what kind of Logic this 8 = 


I am at a Loſs to conceive. How the ill Conſe- 
quences of things are prevented by fixing them, is 
quite above my Comprehenſion. * have heard of 
the Gout in the Head or Stomach being prevented 8 
or carried off, by fixing it on the Joints. In no 
bother Caſe, I believe, is the Cure of a Diſeaſe at- 
tempted by fixing it on the Habit, The Cure, by 
Prevention, in bodily Diſorders, is by removing of 
the Cauſe. But you are for preventing this mental 
Malady, by fixing the Cauſe ! I ſhould have thought 
the leaving thoſe Ceremonies unfixt, a much more 
likely Means of accompliſhing the End. For ſurely 
if there be any ill Conſequences following thoſe 
Difſſtinctions, they muſt be increaſed by fixing them * 


5 rather chan prevented. 


5 Bur 1 give me leave to fay, chat! it is not the Ha- 
0 bit of che Miniſter alone, it is not a ſingle Cere- 


: mony only, that is attended with theſe ill Conſe- 
quences, but a Multitude ot them, and an Obli- 
e 


— — ITE 
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gation to their Performance. For example; (to 
aſk a few Queſtions in my Turn) Why ſhould I be 
obliged to any particular Poſture of the Body in 
celebrating divine Worſhip? Why to ſtand when 


one Part of the ſacred Canon is read, and fit at 
another; as though one was of ſuperior Value 


and Authority to another? Why be obliged to 


bow at the Word Jxsus, when I conceive the 


I Command in Scripture, in the Nome of Jeſus every 
7 Knee ſhall bow, has a different Signification ? Why 


to kneel at the Communion Table, when I judge 


it more agreeable to the nature of a Supper, and 

the Practice of the Apoſtles, to take the Sacrament 

in a Table Poſture ? Why, to add no more, muſt 
I I employ Sponſors in Baptiſm, when I hold my- 
ſelf alone to be reſponſible for the Education of 
my Children? An obſervance of theſe, and ma- 
ny other Ceremonials in Religion, (had they more 
L Propriety in them than they have) will naturally 
1 weaken * Attention 5 to the Thing Itſelf, 5 


You: then talk, p. 30, of Maind ariſing 1 | 


2 Parity of Influence and Authority amongſt Mi- 
niſters, which is prevented by a © Subordination, 
„ whereby the Conduct and particular Actions of 
all, may be ultimately liable to the Review, 
Cenſure and Animadverſions of a few of di- 
„ ſtinguiſhed Excellence in the Church.“ But 
| om Experience we may obſerve, that greater | 


e Hazard 


Li 59.3 
Hazard ariſes from a Subordination in the Mini- 
ſtry, than from a Parity. For, is not this Sub- 
ordination the Offspring of Popery ?! A ſketch 
of Policy in Prieſts ; calculated to preſerve Power 
to the Prelates, to domineer over the People. It 
was for the Emolument of the Clergy, at the Ex- 
pence of the Laity. It ſerved the Intereft of the 
former, but never tended to the Good of the lat- 
ter. It was a Temptation to Pride, Haughtineſs 
and finiſter Views, on the one Hand; and the 
ſource of Envy, Slavery and Depencence on the 
other. Theſe have been it's ill Conſequences :.. } 
| Whereas no ſuch Effects have followed, where Mi- 
_ niſters were under a Parity of Influence and Au- 
thority. Their Influence indeed ſhould extend, 
and generally does encreaſe, in proportion to their 4 
Talents, their Abilities, and Uſefulneſs. And 1 
Authority they ſhould have none, but to diſcharge A 
the Duties of their Function. If they defire 4 
more, let them ſeek it in the Love and Affection 
of the People; by an humane, generous, tender 
Behaviour towards them; by a readineſs to do 7 
them every good Office; by compoſing Animoſi- | 
ties, adjuſting Differences, reſolving Doubts ; 'by |! 
viſiting the Sick and Afflicted, comforting the 
Diſtreſſed, ſeeking out and raiſing depreſſed Me- 
e vindicating the injured Character, and 
5 embracing every Opportunity of diſcountenancing |? * 
Vice and IIl- nature, and inſpiring the Mind with 17 
the nobleſt Sentiments of Honour and Virtue 11 
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E331 
Acts like theſe will raiſe their Character, their In- 
fluence, their Authority, to a higher Pitch, and 
be the ſpring of more ſolid Satisfaction to them- 
ſelves and the World, than any Dignity or Pre- 
. in a Church can W ann . 85 


Ir chis 88 this Subjection in the 
miniſterial Order, would ſecure the good Conduct 


of the Clergy, it would indeed do ſomething; 


but alaſs ! the Behaviour of many of our Clerg 8 


are too plain Proofs of the contrary. Nay, it is 


ſo far from anſwering this End, that Miniſters of 
the diſſenting Peri 0. who had loſt their Re- 


: putation with. their own Claſs, by the depravity 


of their Lives, have been admitted i into Orders in 


the eſtabliſhed Church. Moreover, this Subordi- 
nation, this Subjection in the Miniſtry, has no 
Foundation in Scripture; and it is even contrary 
to the Spirit and Tenor of the Goſpel, and the 
Practice of the Apoſtles and Firſt Chriſtians. Ye 


know, ſays our Saviour to his Diſciples, that the 
Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion, and they 
that are great exerciſe Authority BUT IT SHALL 
NOT BE SO AMONGST You : But whoſoever will 
be great among You, let him be your Miniſter , and 


whoſoever will be Chief among You, let him be your | 


Servant : Even as the Son of Man came not to be 


1 miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, * Again, Jz sus 


_= to the Multitude, ang to his . The 


* Matt 20, 26, &c. WS 
ad 


[52 b 
Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes's b Seat——they 


love the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts, and the chief 
Seats in the Synagogues, and Greetings in the Mar- 


kets, and to be called of Men RasBi, RABBI | 
Bur BE Nor YE CALLED RABBI ; for one is 


your Maſter, even Chriſt, AND ALL YE ARE BRE- 
THREN. And call no Man your FATHER, pon 


Earth ; for one is your Father, who is in Heaven: 
Neither be ye called Mas r ERS, for one is your Ma- 


ter, even CHRIST. | But he that is greateſt . 
Jon, PFs be — SERVANT, * 


1 a with: you i in recothinending te it to thoſe 
who have the diſpenſation of public Rewards, that 


they would ſettle them ſo as beſt to promote a 


general Emulation with reſpect to Learning, Vir- 
tue and Piety ! Qualifications of the Senn im- 
portance. But how this will make the Settlement 
of the external OEconomy of the Church more eaſy 
and obvicus, is not eaſily perceived. You are 
Per ſuaded, however, P. 31, that on the prevalence 


of ſuch a Diſpoſition, our preſent Eftabliſhment would 
be troubled with very few Diſſenters. Why troubled 


pray? If the Eſtabliſhment do not trouble the 


Diſſenters, the Diſſenters will not trouble the E- 


ſtabliſnment. If it is a trouble to you, that there 


are of the one; it is no trouble to me, that there 


are of the other. On the contrary, it is the O- 
Pinion of many, that 'tis better for the Nation 


5 there are both. - Emulation is a Spur t to many 


* Marz. 23. Ee. 
| | Yin . 
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plain, but very juſt. 


but one, the Prieſts monopoliſe Religion, | and 
make a Trade of it. 


their diſſent from the Church of England- 
 obſtinate, undebated Prejudice—Intereft—a Defir ire 7 5 


Jſition and Cenſoriouſneſs. 


L531] 
Virtues ; and were we all of one Church, or com- 
pelled to one, we might chance to loſe that Spur: 
As Sir JoskPH DanvEeRs, a worthy Member of 
the Houle of Commons, wiſely obſerved, It is agood 
Thing to have two Shops. The Simile is ſomewhat 


In Countries where there is 


Ar Page 31, Talks comes upon the Car- 
pet. What is ſaid about it, is a little confuſed ; 


but it cloſes with an heavy Charge againſt the 


Diſſenters: A Charge ſo flagrant, unjuſt, and 


improbable withal, as many of 1 your own Brethren 
of the Church will be ready to condemn you for. 


The bare Repetition is ſufficient to expoſe it. The 
following Motives are aſſigned as the Cauſes * 


becoming of more Importance 4 Spirit of Oppo- 
This is very cenſorious 
indeed! I am ſorry, Sir, you fo ill Underſtand 
the Principles of the Diſſenters: Appear ſo igno- % 
rant of their Writings, and ſo little verſed in the 


Engliſh Hiſtory, as to publiſh Cauſes of their Diſ- 


ſent, ſo falſe, ſcandalous, and even baſe : Motives 


the whole Body of Diſſenters will ſcorn and de- 


teſt ! What cou'd induce you thus to abuſe ſo 
many of your Countrymen !— 
too tender of the Character of a ſingle Perſon; 
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ments of their ſacred Privileges- 
fire of purging the Chriſtian Religion of ou 
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what Caution ſhould be uſed, when the Reputation 
of Thouſands is at Stake? And will not the Charge, 
with equal Juſtice, lie againſt Proteſtants in general, 
who diſſented from the Church of Rome? The | 
Motives of both, I apprehend, were good and juſt; | 
to wit, a Reſolution to ſhake off all ſpiritual Ty- 
a love of 
Liberty, and a determination to maintain their 
Ground againſt Prieſtly Impoſition, Incroachments 


ranny, and unlawful Uſurpation— 


on the natural Rights of Mankind, and Infringe- 
-an ardent De- 


Adulterations, and an heterogeneous Mixture- 


a pious Intention of rendering the Worſhip and 
Service of God more pure, ſpiritual, internal, and 
more reſembling its Divine Original. A noble 


Cauſe indeed! Motives laudable, juſt, and glo- 


rious! A Cauſe that God has Proſpered, and 
which all the Machinations of its Adverſaries 
0 have not been able to overturn or deſtroy. 


Fug Diſſenters were at felt. ad 2 a 1 


8 face of Time, the Objects of public Hatred; a: 
_ deſpiſed, perſecuted | People. They ſuffered, 
I ty” ſuftered, in their Perſons, Families, and 
Fortunes. How, then, did they ſeek their tem- 
poral Intereſt ; or which Way could that be a 
Motive of their difſent ; when the Profits, the 
Honours, the Emoluments of this World were 


all 
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all againſt them? When, at one Time, above 


two Thouſand pious, conſciencious Divines, were 


ſuſpended, turned out of their Churches and Li- 


vings ; and numbers of others, for worihipping 
God according to their Conſciences, were depri- 
ved of their Eltates, fined, confined, harraſſed out 
of their Lies, or forced, with their Paſtors, to 
ſeek an Aſylum in Baniſhment ; and found, 


with the rene Indians of ie that Reſt 


they could not meet with at Home ! * What 
human Heart would not diſſolve with Pity and 


Concern, to fee ſuch Victims fall a Sacrifice to 


Tyranny and lawleſs Power ; or rather not fire 
with juſt Reſentment, to ſee ſuch Villainy tranſ- 
acted, Religion thus perverted, and Bigotry tri- 
umphant! Was this their Virtue, or contempt 
of Life? Say, was it not heroic Virtue, thus to 

give up all that is valued in this World for Peace 
of Mind, liberty of Conſcience, an Intereſt with 
God, and a Seat in Heaven? What ſhining Ex- 
amples to the preſent Times, of Patience, Forti- 
tude, and a love of Liberty! And what can be 
more unjuſt, and diſhonourable, than to revile 


and calumniate ſuch truly noble and reſpectable 
Characters as theſe ! 5 


* An Efimate was publiſhed of: near eight Thouſand "a | 


teſtant Diſſenters who had periſhed in Priſon in the Reign 
only of Charles II. And their Loſſes in Eſtates and Trades, 
2 Was valued at upwards 6f two Millions Grerflng, 
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Ix, in the preſent Times, Diſſenters are more 
fortunate, in having the Countenance and Protec- 


tion of the Ruling Powers, yet, do not Church 


Preferments run in another Channel? Does not 


Antipathy ſtill, in many Places, run high a- 
gainſt them? Are they not too often ſlandered 
and abuſed, and tho not openly perſecuted, yet 
ſecretly wounded in their tendereſt Part, their 


Characters and Reputation ? How then is it 
the Intereſt, the temporal Intereſt I mean, of any 


one now to join them? Or which Way can they, 


by that Means, become of more Importance? It 
can be no Man's Intereſt to be a Hypocrite in 
Religion. As it will leſſen his Character, it muſt 


leſſen his Importance too. If you, Sir, are ſin- 
cere, in leaving the Diſſenters, it would be more 
cCandid to ſuppoſe, that I, and others, are fincere 
in adhering to them. If you left them out of a | 
Principle of Duty, Duty to your King and civil | 


Governors, as you ſay, and as I believe you did, 


and from a perſuaſion of that Obligation ſuperced- | 

ing all other Conſiderations; 11 to them from 
MY Principle of Duty to God, to myſelf, my Friends 

and my Poſterity; by ſerving God in the Manner 

I judge beſt, and tranſmitting to future Genera- 


tions the Poſſclion of that religious Liberty we 
ought always to enjoy. To ſum up all in a 


Word, each of us, tis to be hoped, follow the 
Dictates of our Reaſon and Conſciences, and do 
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that which, after mature Conſideration, we judge | 


to be beſt and fitteſt in the nature of Things. 


What room, then, is there for Blame on either 
Side ? Let us ſtudy rather to bear and forbear, 
to LOVE as BRETHREN, and make genteel Allow- 


ances for the different Extent of human Under- : 


e 


Yoon Diſcourſe, p. 32 and 32, tends to bew, 
as far as I can underſtand it, (for *tis not very ea- 


ſily underſtood) that the Diſſenters, whom you 
call Saints, and gloomy Saints, pay a greater Regard 


to, or put a ſuperior Value upon, the Obſervance of 
religious Duties, (which you compare to the tyth- 
ing of Mint, Anniſe and Cumming) than to mo- 


ral Purity, Truth, Righteouſneſs, Humility and 
Charity. I have always, hitherto, counted theſe 
laſt to be Duties of the religious Kind: For, 
does not the word Religion comprehend, in it's 
Definition, the Obligations we are under to our 
Neighbours and Ourſelves, as well as thoſe we are 


more eſpecially under to God ? But, allowing 


this Diſtinction; are not the Diſſenters as ſtrict 


Obſervers of the ſocial and perſonal Virtues, as 
they are of the divine Ones, or the immediate 


| Worſhip of God ? Do they not pay. as great a 
| Regard to ALL of them, as others do? Are they 
not as ſincere Friends, as peaceable Neighbours - 5 


ä as good Subjects, as kind Maſters, as honeſt Ser- 


5 vants, 


| D gf 


[5] 


vants, as modeſt, charitable, ſober, temperate, 


and chaſte, as the reſt of Mankind? On the o- 
ther Hand, do not the Epiſcopalians obſerve, and 
pay a ſtrict Regard to more Rites and Ceremonies, 
in their Way of Worſhip, which may be properly 
5 compared to the tything Mint, Anniſe and Cum- 


ming, than the Preſbyterians ? They do. There- 


fore this is really, as you conclude, *“ a Subject 
not to be proſecuted too particularly, eſpecially in 
this Place, where you have juſt been pleading 
for theſe Formalities in Worſhip, and their Ob- 


ſervance i in religious Aſſemblies. 


5 In 1 34 aid 35, you conſider the Difficul- 
ties that Miniſters lie under in reſpect to Confor- 
mity, and endeavour to invalidate the Reaſons 


urged for Non- conformity, grounded on what af- 
feats them in Particular. 


Wurx you gave your Reaſons for Conformity, 
and the grand Challenge that followed it at p. 15, 
you conſidered yourſelf as a Lay-communicant, 
and as an Individual, only. But let me here ob- 
ſerve, that if ſuch Terms of Communion, or Ad- 
mittance into Orders, are required of the Clergy, 
as they cannot in Conſcience comply with; 1 
think the Layman ought, as a Member of the 
ts Community and Body Politic, vigorouſly to Join : 
with them in oppoſing ſuch Meaſures. Thus in 
155 civil Matters, when e one Part of a Nation only, is 
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unjuftly opprefid, it herees the Duty of the o- 
ther to aſſiſt in removing the Oppreſſion And 
thus our Forefathers the Laity, in Charles the 
IId's Reign, generouſly followed their Paſtors, 
when they were turned out of the Church; or 
what was tantamount to a turning out, were re- 

quired to ſubſcribe a Book that one in forty had 


not ſo much as ſeen. This by the Bye. Let 


us now ſee how you get over the Objection a- 


bovementioned. 


Te 1s done by two Arguments, One is the 


| ſame that was urged in behalf of Lay-communt- 
cants, 70 wit, there being nothing required incon- 
ſiſtent with any Law of "God; and the other is, 
that as there is no Neceſſity for diſſenting 


5 Churches, therefore their Miniſters become e- 


* qually unneceſſary, and conſequently their 
Complaints of very little Importance.“ But 
chis laſt, which is an odd Chain of Reaſoning, 
happens not to affect the Queſtion ; becauſe mi- 
nifterial Hardſhips would be the ſame, whether 
there were any Diſſenters or none. Nay, it is on 
account of theſe Hardſhips that there are ſo many. 


Their Difficulties are certainly much greater than 


thoſe of Laymen. They are ſuch as Churchmen 
themſelves have complained of in vain! But no- 
thing leſs than 7nconfiftency with the expreſs Law of 
Cod, made known to Mankind, will render them 
Evil in your Sight. Perhaps it would be no dif- 


ficult 
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: ficult Matter to prove even thus much. The 
Difficulty would be found much greater, to prove 
the Conſiſtency of their Subſcriptions, either with 
the Laws of God, or the Laws of Reaſon. What 
is it they muſt ſubſcribe? the Bible; the only 
revealed Rule of Faith and Practice? No 
they muſt ſubſcribe a Liſt of ArTicLes, no 
fewer than THIRKTY- NINE in Number, ALL of 
f Human . [1 


Ir was acknowledged, in the beginning of your 


_ Preface, that no Power on Earth, ſince the finiſh- 
ing of the ſacred Canon, hath Authority to make 
ne! Inſtitutions, or to preſcribe new Articles of 
Faith, as obligatory upon the Conſcience, p. 10, 
55 But is there no New Articles in the thirty- 
nine? On the contrary, are not many of them 
5 New, and no Traces of 'em to be found in Scri p- 
ture. Vet theſe are made Obligatory upon the 
Conſcience, by cauſing every Clergyman to put 
his Name of Credit to them, before he dare ven- 
ture to ſet his Foot in a Pulpit! This is a neceſ- 
| fary Qualification in a Miniſter of the Church of 
England. It is not the Character of the Man, nor 
his Abilities, that will fit him for the Work, and 
ſatisfy his Superiors. He muſt acknowledge that 
the Church has Power to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
nies. He muſt declare his Aſſent and Conſent =: 
every Thing contained in the Book of Common- = 
Fer, the Liturgy, the Sacraments: as adminiſtred 5 
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in the Church of England, the Nicene and Atha- 


naſian Creeds ; Forms of Faith of human Invention, 


which, we may reaſonably preſume, the Majority 


of thoſe who actually ſign, either diſbelieve, or do 
not underſtand. Theſe are Requiſites in a Miniſter 
of your Church. Conditions inconſiſtent with 


Reaſon, with Scripture, with the Good of Society, 


and with the natural and legal Right of every In- 
dividual! A Right that can always be pleaded in 
Barr of the Right of the ſupreme Power, which was 
eſtabliſhed to preſerve this Privilege to the Subject, 

| and not to infringe 1 It; 


| You endeavour to defend theſe Meaſures ” ſay- 


ing, p. 31, It is certainly quite agreeable to 

« human Prudence, that no One be admitted a 
Member of any Society, without a previous 
« Afurance of the Agreeableneſs of his Principles 


« and Apprehenſions, with the eſtabliſhed Laws 


t of the Society,” But it is the Laws themſelves 
that are the Subject of Debate; and if thoſe are 
faulty, it is ſtill worſe to inſiſt upon the Principles 
and Apprehenſions of the Members to agree there- 
with. You add, And eſpecially it is neceſſarx 
e that ſuch as are to bear a principal Part in the 
« Adminiſtration, ſhould give ſuch Aſſurance, and 
of their Fidelity in Diſcharge of ſuch public 
Offices they are admitted to. And if any Thing 
<« in the Aſſurance required be complained of, as 
WE nl "en. to the Apprehenſions of the Perſons 
5 * defiring 


CT er 


— 


: 1 62 ] = 
1 Geng t to be fs admitted, he hath an eaſy Re- 


% medy at hand.” I anſwer, the Terms required, 
are no Aſſurance of the Perſon's Fidelity at all. 


And as to the Remedy, it is at hand indeed, but 
not ſo very eaſy ; unleſs the being turned out of a 
good Living; being reduced to Beggary ; and to 


want the Neceſſaries ; of Life, be an eaſy Remedy. 
This was the Caſe of hundreds of honeſt, worthy 


Men, in the laſt Century; who endured this R- 
medy, together with their innocent Families! The | 
Remedy now is, to turn Diſſenters; a Thing no 

way agreeable to your Scheme: Or, to be content 
with e kind of Education, to find other 
Means of Subſiſtence, and let thoſe who have 
wider Throats, ſwallow the Bait, and comply with 
the Terms. And whilſt the Temptations are ſo 
great and alluring, it is not likely there will be 
wanting Men of that Make and Diſpoſition. What 
Salvo they have to ſatisfy their Conſciences, they 
know beſt. This is certain, it 1s one of our na- 


11 1 3 and crying Grievances. 


"Youn Concluſion of this Part, is quite agree- 
; able to my Senſe of Things, P. 3 5 and 36, Viz. 


5 Bur as we have before obſerved, that 5 
« human Inſtitutions are liable to Incorrectneſs, 
and may require Alterations and Improvements; 

if it ſhall at any time be publicly made appear, 

MB that there 1 is any — e in ſuch Admif- 
00 « ſions, 
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0 fond. which is inconſiſtent with the Laws of 


« Truth and Righteouſneſs, as the Diſſenters com- 


„ plain; I hope ſuch Regulation will be made, as 
„ may convince the Wok p, that thoſe who are 
& jntruſted with the Adminiſtration of eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, are under the ſtrongeſt Influence of 
„ Truth, and the general Rights of Mankind; 
 « and will uſe their honeſt Endeavour that every 
cc thing in the Collation of both Offices and Re- 
« wards, ſhall be adminiſtered ſo as to promote, 

« as much as poſſible, the Intereſts of true Reli- 
gion, Piety and Learning; that is, ſo as moſt _ 
« effectually to cultivate and eſtabliſh the Rights 
« and Privileges of a free People, and particu- 
« larly the flouriſhing Eſtate of true Chriſtianity 

in this Nation: As hardly any thing can be juſtly 

« efteemed a greater Blemiſh to any public ecclefiaſtical = 
_ Eftabliſhment, than to require any thing as a Con- 
dition of Admittance, of Perſoas duly qualified, into 

ARE Offices, which is evidently inconſiſtent with 


* 


£ 


* 


cc nt bf 1 ns and Fundamental e 


| You now lain to relax a little, and to ſpeak af 0 
Things, as inconſiſtent with the Laws of Truth 
and Right; which Inconſiſtency, I may venture to 
ſay, has been publicly made appear, Times without 
Number. I will refer you to two Books only, 
which I. remember to have read a few Years ago, 
when they were firſt publiſhed, and which have 
JOY _ your Noties. 4 Vindication 1 . 
75 the 
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the Principles, and Practice, of the Proteſtant Diſen- 


ters; printed for JacoB RoBiNsoN, at the Golden 
Lyon in Ludgate-ſtreet, London. And The Diſ- 


ſenting Gentleman's three Letters, in Anſwer to the 
Reverend Mr. WHITE. Theſe, I apprehend, ſet 
this Affair in a clear and convincing Light; and 
will appear fo to thoſe who are open to Truth, and 
can diveſt their Minds of Prejudice and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion. Yet I do not find that any Regulation is 
hitherto made, ſo as effectually to eſtabliſh the RicuTs 
AND PRIVILEGES of @ FREE PEOPLE in Matters of 
Religion. Witneſs the Teſt and Corporation Acts, 
which deprive Diſſenters of valuable and important 
_ Privileges, to which, as faithful Subjects and Mem- 
bers of the Common-wealth, they have a natural 
and undoubted Right. This Blemiſh, then, ſtill 
lies upon the Engliſh Nation; where ſuch Condi- 
tions of Admittance into ſacred, if not alſo civil, 
Offices are required, of Perſons otherwiſe duly qua- 
- Iified, as are evidently inconſiſtent with thoſe ori- 
gina and fundamental Ense. 


Tuts has the Appearance of 1 Cloſe. But I 


find a Page or two more of like import with the 
preceding. It begins, Thus I have written a 
e brief Apology to the Diſſenters, for leaving their 
„ Communion ; whereof I gave my Father an 
C Abſtra&, at his Command, at the Time of my 
« Conformity, and would then have made the ſame © 
* Pn, had it been required. But as that was 
1 not 


arty, tt COS 2 


EF , 


n 


65 1 


* not then done, 1 thought fit to embrace this 


wh Opportunity, ſo fairly offered me, of publiſh- 
cc ing this ſhort Explication of the Reaſons which 


* influenced my Conduct.“ What this Oppor- 
tunity was, that ſo fairly offered, does not ſo 
fairly appear. Your Apology is indeed brief, for 
what real Argument it contains; which might be 
comprehended in a very few Words. You your 
{elf recapitulate them in the following Paragraph, 
p. 36. © I have ſhewn that every Member of a 
* public Sovereign Society is obliged to conform 


ce to the authoritative Inſtitutions of that Society, 


& and that nothing can excuſe that Conformity 
cc but a real or apprehended Inconſiſtency of thoſe 
cc Inſtitutions with the Laws of God. And I hope 
it will appear, that the eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution 
of this Realm enjoins nothing to me, a Lay- 
« communicant, which can be Om as being : 


8 inconſiſtent with any Law of God. 


I nave ſhewn, 1 my turn, that there are o- 
ther Laws, beſides the poſitive, expreſs Laws of 
God, with which no human Inſtitutions ought to 
diſagree 3 namely, the Laws of Nature, of Nati- 
ons, of Reaſon, and of Equity. Thar even the 
Sovereign of a State has not Authority ſufficient 
to enact any Thing inconſiſtent with any of theſe; 
much leſs enforce it with penal Sanctions. I have 
farther ſhewn, That the eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions 
of this Realm Wein many Things, even to Lay- 
1 — Communicants, 
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communicants, chargeable with ſome of theſe In- 
—that the enjoining any Thing in 


conſiſtencies- 
Religion, as a Part of our Duty, which is not en- 


joined in the ſacred Writings, is an Uſurpation 


and Impoſition, (if not alſo contrary to divine 


Command) and conſequently, that no Member of 
I have 


a Society is obliged to conform to them- 
made it appear farther, that in Regard to Faith and 


Rules of moral Duty, the Goſpel Syſtem is complete 
and perfect, without the Addition of a sIx GLE 


ARTICLE ; and with Reſpect to Practice, and the 


Worſhip of God, the Directions there given, by 
Precept and Example, are abſolutely ſufficient to 
lead Mankind into Forms of ſocial Worſhip, with- 
that ſuch _ 
Interpoſition is always unneceſſary, and has often 
proved hurtful; as eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory teſtifies: 
And although Things are on an eaſy Footing at 
this Day, Times may alter. If ever the Nation 
be ſo unfortunate as to fall again into the Hands of 
a STvarT and a Laub, the Tables will ſoon be 
turned. Cutting off Ears, ſlitting Noſes, Jails, 
Fines and Impriſonments, will then come in Fa- 
ſhion again. Scenes too ſhocking for human Na- 
ture to reflect on! When the bare Deſcription of 
a ſingle Inſtance of Barbarity then acted, drew | 
Tears from a whole Houſe of Commons! Yet all 
| vindicated on the Principle of the fatal Tenet, 
which you, Sir, have eſpouſed. But *tis time 
Pos % Mr 5 


out the Interpoſition of a civil Power 
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to proceed, and let theſe ſerve as Hints for you to 


* upon in your own Idea. 


Ix Page 37, you give ſome Account of your 
Education. I doubt not it was good in the main; 
but the Principles in which you were inſtructed, 


ſeem, by your Hiſtory, to be carried too far; which 


overſtraining may have been ſome Occaſion of your 
Apoſtacy, as well as that of ſome others. You 


tell us, „It was in the Days of your Monitor, and 
< js now almoſt univerſally believed amongſt the 


« Diſſenters, that the civil Power hath no Right 
ce to intermeddle with Affairs of Religion,” -Give 


me leave, Sir, to queſtion that. 1 have been con- 
Werle with Diſſenters, in various Parts of England, 


many Years, as well as with Gentlemen of the 
Eſtabliſhment, but never found them to alledge 
thus much. It is not my Sentiment, I aſſure vou. 


believe that not only the civil Power, but every 
ſingle Subject, has a Right to intermeddle with 


Affairs of Religion. The civil Power may recom- 


mend a Liturgy and Form of Worſhip to me, if 


they pleaſe; and ſo can I recommend one to the 
civil Power. Religion is the Buſineſs of us both, 
and the Right of recommending 1 it, is reciprocal ; but 
2 Right to ixjoin or enforce any Mode thereof, [ 
= believe, belongs to neither. Thus vague and inde- 
terminate are your Poſitions and Arguments. And 
pet you call this, placing the Grounds of Non- 
e in ibe fronget Light, But let me tell 
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you, Sir, if the Nonconformiſts could not place 
their Grounds in a much ſtronger Light, they 
would have made a more contemptible Fi igure in 


5 the World than they do at this ys 


71% the Chriſtian Religion was, from the Be- 
« pinning, deſigned to be the Religion of all 
« Mankind, and therefore not limited to any one 
« Set of Mode or external Adminiſtration,” (as 
you obſerve, p. 38,) why ſhould we, or the civil 
Power, ſo limit it? And if the Ifjentials only of Re- 
ligion were laid down and inſiſted on in the Goſpel, by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, why ſhould more be laid 
down and required by fallible-Men, and made Eſ- 
ſential to Religion? For enforcing thoſe ſuper- 


added Things, is, to all appearance, making them 7 
eſſential. Res 


Lavrry ; . chews faſtances are brought, „ 
„ e ſhew, that there were in the early and y HOOP Ages 
« of Chriſtianity, ſundry Obſervations practiſed 


« by Chriſtians, for which none could pretend the | 


« Authority of a divine Inſtitution.” Theſe are, 
the Obſervance of the Sabbath——the Uſe of 
Churches and the Baptiſm of e Here 


we muſt again beg your Pardon. The Oblerogice E 
of the Sabbath, was a divine Inſtitution, by the 
Lawgiver Moszs, and religiouſly kept at the Time 

of our Saviour's Appearance. So that there was no 
F need of 1 its new / Inſtitution by Jesvs Sn who 


[69] 

obſerved it himſelf. The Day was afierwards al- 
tered by the Chriſtians, from the Seventh to the 
Firſt, in deference to our Lord, who roſe from 
the Dead on that Day; and in Imitation of the 
Apoſtles, who met together on the ſame Day, for . 
religious Purpoſes. 0 


| In regard to che Ub of S It would 


| have been a very frivolous Thing to have made an 


nſtitution of that Sort. The Jews had their Tem- 


ple, or Cathedral; and Synagogues for their Places 
of Worſhip, which is but another Word for 
Churches. The Chriſtians ſcrupled not to make 
uſe of them while they were permitted, and their 
Numbers were few. Afterwards they met in the 
open Air, in private Houſes, and Buildings erected 
on purpoſe ; which we don't find were either ſprin- 
kled with holy Water, or conſecrated by a Biſhop : 
Ir being a Matter of ſmall Importance at that 
Time, (and ought to be fo at all Times) what 
Kind of Place the People aſſembled in, provided 
the Ignorant received Inſtruction, and divine Ser- 
vice was celebrated with due Devotion, and a be- 


5 ee Reverence, 


As to the Baptiſm of Tafants ; if it 1 be 4 
knowledged a Point not clearly determined in the 
New Teſtament, and fo liable to diſpute ; it oughr, 


T for that very Reaſon, to be left at every one's Judg- 


. ment, to do chat Which he thinketh right! in his 
E. — own 
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own i Teas c for by his own Actions he Randeth or 
Falletb, and for himſelf he muſt anſwer at the Bar 

of God. This, Sir, I humbly conceive, ſhould 
be the Rule in every other Caſe, left undetermined 
in the Word of God: Provided always, that this 
Liberty is not made uſe of as a Cloak to Licentiouſ- 
neſs, whereby Injury may accrue to the Fellow- 
TCreature, or the State: For then, as Society is 
concerned, and the Body politic, whoſe Good muſt 
always be preferred, it directly becomes cognizable 


| by the civil Powers; theſe being 1 as be- 
5 7 obſerved, ordained by the People for their own 
Good and Welfare; to maintain Order, and pro- 


mote the Peace and Happineſs of the Community. 
And where theſe excellent Ends can be better ob- 


| tained, Religion doubtleſs may be made ſubſervient. 1 


Thus, to draw an Example from late Tranſactions, 
dur viſe Legiſlators have very prudently annexed 


Fines and other corporal Puniſhments to thoſe in- 
diſputed Crimes of Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, and 
profane Swearing : And does not the whole Nation, 


to a Man, acquieſce in, and applaud theſe Acts; 
_ plainly perceiving their evident good Tendency with 
treſpect to Society? But ſhould the ſame Legiſlators 


Preſume to annex any of the above Penalties to the 


5 Non- compliance with any one Mode or Ceremony | 
peculiar to the Church of England, or attempt aa 
bother Way to force an Obſervance thereof upon 
the People, how many thouſands in the Nation 


: would be alarmed at ance + What a Precedent ; 


: would . 


nA] 


would it be to future Times! How would the ge- 


neral Order be confounded, and our mutual Har- 
mony diſturbed ! Jealouſies, Animoſities, Hatred, 
Strife and Envy, would be the Offspring, and 


take Place of brotherly Love, Friendſhip, Sincerity, 


Good- will, Benevolence, and every ſocial Joy 
Behold, Sir, what a Syſtem you have adopted. 


See, how careful we ſhould be, ob&are Principiis, 
to reſiſt Beginnings. Let us entreat you, Sir, for 
God's Sake, and every Gentleman whoſe Zeal is 
warm in behalf of the Church, to be cautious ; leſt 
in avowing Enmity to the diſſenting Intereſt, you 1 


| be found to be Enemies, even to your Country! 


Tnus, Sir, have I followed you to the End, and 
ee your Pamphlet Page by Page, and ſaid 
all that J intend to ſay upon the Subject. Little 
did I think my Pen would ever have been, even 
thus far, engaged in a theological Controverſy. 
For tho? Religion is every Man's : Buſineſs, and each 
of us ſhould be fatisfied in his own Mind, and be 
able to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him; 
yet it is foreign to the Province in which I am pe- 
culiarly engaged, and which demands the moſt 
ſtudious Attention, But your Defire of an Anſwer 


to the Preſent you ſent me; the Challenge it con- 


tains; with a ſort of Defiance to the whole Body 
Of Diſſenters, as though their Principles and Prac- _ 
tice were incapable of Vindication ; ; together with 


 difadvantageou | 
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never to be driven, or led blindfolded- 


mJ 
diſadvantageous Reflections upon their Character, 
ought by no means to be paſſed by, unnoticed. 
Where a falſe Bias may be given to unſtable Minds, 
or weak ones miſlead by pompous Words, and a 
ſpecious ſhew of Argument ; there Silence would be 


Criminal. If this Work therefore ſhould be made as 


public as you have made your Preface, you will not, I 
935 hope, have any Reaſon to complain. Not to declare 
one's Sentiments on ſuch a Subject, when called upon 
to do it, is giving a tacit Aſſent to an Opponent; or 
baſely betraying the Cauſe we have eſpouſed. Mine 
are delivered, I truſt, with impartiality, as moſt 
certainly they are with ſincerity and freedom : Hav- 
ing too high an Opinion of your good Senſe, and 
that of my Acquaintance, to imagine that I ſhall, 
buy ſuch a Procedure, create to myſelf an Enemy, 
or loſe a Friend. It is not a Subject to be trifled 
with. It is of Importance to convince the Gene- 
rality, that they have Senſe——that their Unger- 
ſtanding wants only Exerciſe . Cultivation- 
that in all Matters relating to Religion, they them- 
ſelves are Judges——that though they may be aſ- 
ſiſted and directed by their Superiors, they ought 


that the 
Knowledge of Words ought never to paſs for the 


Knowledge of Things that all the Languages in the 


World can never ina: a Man a ſound 6 
that how much ſoever we are indebted to Gentle- 
men who have made Advances in this Species of 
Ne nn. yet | that their Labours ſhould be valued 

| | | vn. 
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in proportion only as they are applicable to our 
Good. The Pains you have taken, Sir, in your 
other Works, and the ſurprizing Progreſs you 
have made in the learned Arts, at a Time when 
others are giving Way to Indolence, or withdraw- 
ing from the World, beſpeaks our Admiration, and 


may merit our Thanks; more particularly the 
Work to which this I have conſidered is a Preface z 3 
as, by your own Account, it was an honeſt Inten- 


tion of ſerving the Public, and vindicating ſome 
Point of the Chriſtian Doctrine. For I think a 


Man who is poſſeſſed of any Talents, makes but an 
inſipid Figure on the Theatre of Life, and paſſes 
very poorly off the Stage, who does not in ſome 
Shape or other, contribute his Mite to the general 5 

Good. With reſpect to what I have done, it is 
lükewiſe honeſtly intended, and therefore ſhould be 


well received. The friendly Part of Mankind will 


take it well. But ſome there are, whom it is next 


to impoſſible to pleaſe, either in Word or Decd : 


Who little conſider how painful it muſt be to a 

delicate Spirit, or one poſſeſſed of but a moderate 
Degree of Senſibility, to find his ſincere and kindeſt 

ndeavours to pleaſe the World, and ſerve his Fel- 
low Creatures, evil ſpoken of; or, by a falſe 


Conſtruction, reflected back upon him, to his Diſ- 


advantage. What can preſerve a Man ſerene and 
- tranquil, under ſuch Circumſtances, but Fortitude, 
a ce certain F irmneſs of Mind, that diſregards the 
: | Petulance 
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Petulance of Ill-nature, and a Conſcioniſneſo of 
his own Integrity. In fine, if through the 


Channel of this Performance, any Miſtakes are 
rectified, any Errors obviated, or unjuſt Cenſure 
removed; if it prove a Means of inſpiring . any 
| Breaſt with generous Sentiments, with the Love of 


Liberty, or the Practice of ſocial Virtue ; a few 


Hours of my Time cannot be milemployed; nor | 
the Publication hereof deemed an e 


Tan 
SIR, 


; Your 55 Ke. 


Na - 
September, 175 55. | 
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APPENDIX. 


R. Vs high Charge againſt the Preacher 


have mentioned, in juſtice to his Subject, is 


5 Church have been guilty of the ſame Omiſſion. The Words 
of the Text, Joan 8. 31, 32, are thus paraphraſed by 


 DrWhirsy; If ye continue in (obedience to) my Word, 


e then are ye my Diſciples indeed; and ye ſhall (farther ) 


he cenſureth, for not mentioning.ſome Ihings 
in his Sermon, which Mr W. ſays he ſhoud 


8 very unreaſonable. But to make this an 
Occaſion of writing againſt Diſſenters, is ridiculous and 
abſurd: For ſome. eminent Divines of the eſtabliſhed 


„ know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall” make you free. 


© (from the Yoke of Bondage to Sin, ver. 34. and corruption)“ 
The ſame learned Expolitor hath this Note upon the Place: 
„ CHRIST thought no general Council, no infallible Fudge, 
E neceſſary to the Knowledge of the Truth ; but promiſ- 
eth this to him, who was ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and ho- 


< neſtly diſpoſed to do what he knew to be his Duty.” — 


Again, Archbithop T1LLoTs0N, in his Sermon upon that 


| parallel Text, 26:4, ver. 36, proceeding to ſhew more par- 
ticularly in What Reſpects the Son of God, by his Doctrine, 
may be ſaid to make us free, only mentions theſe two Par- 
| ticulars; © (1.) As it frees us from the Bondage of Igno- 
france and Error and Prejudice. (2.) From the Slavery 
| © of our Luſts and Paſſions.” Not a Syllable of thoſe. 
| Things which Mr W. imagines ought to have been 
brought into the Account ! So that he hath ſhewn little 
|| Judgment or Ingenuity in this Inſtance, but too Sreat a 


Diſpoſition to pick a Quarrel. 


MR Wi. ſeems to lay fo much Streſs upon hip Diſtincti- | 
on betwixt Miniſterial and Lay Conformity, as leaveth 

room for Suſpicion, that he himſelf may have ſome Scruples 5 

about the Former; and conſequently mutt hold it to be 
unlawful: For he cannot but know, that whatſecuer i is not 


* of Faith, is Sin. Rom. 12. 23. Now, if this be the Caſe 


in Fact, it is in vain for him to contend for the Laufulneſs 


1781 
of Lay Communion : For, how can it be lawful to attend and 
ſupport an unlawful Miniſtry ? T herefore, till he hath 93 
tified Miniſterial Conformity, his whole Argument for Lay 
Conformity can ſignify not ing. But here Mr W. mani- 

feſtly ſhuffles and prevaricates : For, inſtead of brag ranges © 
the particular Subſcriptions of the Engliſh Clergy, he flies o 
Into a looſe Harangue, about the Lawfulneis of Subſcripti- 
ons in general; which is little to the Purpoſe, And after 
all, when he hath proved both Conformities to be lawful, 


(tho? what is lawful to one, may not be ſo to another) he = 


hath a further Taſk upon his Hands, in order to ſupport his 

| Charge againſt Diſſenters; viz. To prove that either of 
them is neceſſary. For, every Thing that is lawful, is not 
therefore expedient, and much leſs an indiſpenſible Duty. 

Mx W's Inſinuation, that there are few reaſoning Diſ- 


enters, is very trifling, in Point of Argument. We are, 
Indeed, required to be always ready to give an Anſwer to every 


| Man, that aſketh us a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us. (1 PET. 


3. 15.) And yet there is ſufficient ground to fear, that there 
are too few reaſoning Chriſtians of a any Profeſſion. But, to 


infer from hence, that Chriſtianity hath not Reaſon on its 


Side, would certainly be a wrong Concluſion. However, | 


Mr W. is pleaſed to acknowledge, that he hath met with 
ſome reaſoning Diſſenters; and probably he would have 
met with many more, if he had ever given them all the 
Meeting; as many, perhaps, as reaſoning Conſenters, in 


n tion to the different Numbers of each Denomination, | 


Mx W's Account of extempore Prayer, repreſenting the 


: Difficulty of joining in it, as a ſtrong Objee7ion againſt it, is 3 


a molt injurious Reflection upon the Public Worſhip of 
Chriſtians in the Apottles Days, when ſuch a Way of Pray- 


ing was practiſed in their religious Aſſemblies, by the gene- 


ral Confeſſion of the moſt zealous and learned Advocates Ts 


for Liturgies, e. g. Dr Hammony, Dr Comps, DrScorT, 
Oc. And tho? theſe Writers ſuppoſe that the Gift of Prayer 
was extraordinary, and in a Manner confined to the apoſto- 
lic Age, it continued in uſe, at leaſt, to the End of the 
ſecond Century; as evidently appears from the Words of 
TERTULLIAN, who flouriſhed about that time. For, in 


his Apology, giving an Account of the Chriſtians Way of |} 
* he ſays, they performed this Service, / lian MON. 


DI de PECTORE, i. e. Without: a Monitor, be- 


cauſe 


e 

cauſe they prayed from the Heart; as Lord KING hath pro- 
perly rendered the Words (Inquiry into the Conſtitution, 

c. of the primitive Church. Part 2. ch. 2. I. 7.) Now, 
this is as plain a Deſcription of extempore Prayer, as any 
Words can expreſs. It is obſervable that TERTULLIAN 
was well ſkill'd in the Roman Laws, according to EustB1us 
(Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. 2. cap. 2.) And in the Paſſage before us, 


he plainly alludes to the Practice of the Roman Lawyers in 


pleading at the Bar; which will receive good light from the 
Words of CIcERO. [Orat. in Q. CCIL] Quid ad hæc dici 
poteſt. Non enim quæro quid tu dicturus ſis? Video non te, 
ſed hunc librum eſſe reſponſurum, quem MONTTOR tuus 
hic tenet, 1. e. What can be ſaid to theſe Things? For Ia, 
not what you will ſay. I ſee that not you, but this Book is to 
_ anſwer, which this your Monitor holds in his Hand, Thus, 
the Monitor was a Perſon, who aſſiſted the Speaker's Me- 
mory, by ſuggeſting proper Hints, and dictating to him, out 
of a Bok, what to ſay, This clearly ſhews what TER- 
 TULLIAN means by ſine monitore, i. e. without a Monitor; 
eſpecially as ſtanding in connexion with ge pectore, i. e. from 
the Heart, And the meaning of this other Phraſe will ob- 
viouſly appear from the Words of QUINTILIAN IInſtit. 


lib. 10. cap. 7.] where he profeſſedly treats of extempore 

| Speaking, PECTUS eſt enim quod diſertos facit, & vis 

mentis. Ideoque imperitis quoque, ſi modo ſunt aliquo- 
affectu conciti, verba non deſunt. i. e. It is the Heart 


which makes Mien eloquent, and the Energy of the Mind. For 


which Cauſe, to the Unlearned alſo, if their Aﬀettions are but 
raiſed, Words are not wanting, Therefore the Words of 


 Cictko and QUINTILIAN compared together are a clear 
comment upon TERTULLIAN's /ine Monitore quia de Pettore, 
both relating to the fame Buſineſs, viz. ſpeaking in Public. 


And, upon the whole, it is manifeſt, that the Words of 


TERTULLIAN, diſcourſing of the Chriſtians Way of Pray- 


ing in his Time, expreſs and deſcribe an extempore Prayer 


or Oration, in which the Mouth ſpeaks from the Fulneſs 
of the Heart, without any ſet Form of Words committed 


to the Speaker's Memory, or dictated to him out of a Book, 


For this is the true Notion of extempore Speaking ; which, by | 


the Way, does not exclude premeditation, as to the Matter 
and Method, as Mr W. among others, ſeems to ſuppete ; 


[78] 


but by reading the Chapter i in QUINTILIAN aforeſaid, he | 


may ſee his Error, and fo rectify his own Miſtake of extem- 


| pore Speaking, and conſequently of extempore Prayer, which 
is ſpeaking to God. In the mean while it behoveth him 


ſeriouſly to reflect, whether in the Heat and Rancour of his 
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to promote our Devotion. And that conceive 


Spirit (ſoured perhaps with ſome private Reſentments, in 
which the Public is no ways intereſted or concerned) he hath |} 
not run undue lengths, by calumniating the Practice of the | 
Apoſtles, and of the primitive Chriftians in the firſt and . 
Pureſt A 1 
As to the Queſtion itſelf, concerning the Uſefulneſs and | 
| Expediency of free or conceived Prayer; it may ſuffice for 
the preſent to tranſcribe the Words of Mr PIERCE, in an- 
ſwer to Dr WELLs, {third Letter] “But the Doctor hath | 
not fully contidered the Difficulty which we urgez | 
Dix. that we are liable to have our Minds careleſs in the | 
Duty itſelf, and not duly intent upon it, but our I houghts | 
are prone to wander from it : And therefore, as without 
Attention there can be no Devotion ; ; ſo that which is a 


Means to help us in our Attention, is certain! y a Means 
Prayer is | 
a Means to engage our Attention, we know by our own | 


Experience. Again, as the devotional is the hardeſt, ' 


as well as the chief Part of Prayer, and our Minds are 


« backward to that ; the not uſing conſtantly the ſame 
(e 


d the ſame thing continually repeated by us, doth by Degrees 

become leſs moving and affecting (as we may experience 
alſo in abundance of Inſtances) and hence the Soul is apt 
44 to become formal in the Duty itſelf, and to take up witn 

cc 

555 cc 

„ 


e find. I own this is a Failing in us; (the ſame things 


Form of Words ſerves for a Help to that; in as much as 


the external and leſs principal Part of it; ; an Evil which 
we are very liable to fall into—— If the Churchmen do 
not find it thus, I rejoice in it; but as they take, ſo they 

ought to give the Diſſenters, liberty to judge as they 


„ ought to affect us always according to their real Weight 
6 and importance) but I think it is ſuch a Failing as we 
Ro 


* ſhall never wholly get rid of in this World. And as the 

Diſſenters are free to acknowledge this Weakneſs in | 
themſelves, fo they judge it very lawful to uſe the moſt * 
1 Means to o redreſs it. Now, that _— 45 75 1 


8 


1 70 


cv 84. er is uſeful this way, ſeems to me next to aDemonſiration, 
cc from what I have ſaid. For, whereas the Soul hath more 
£6 ſcope 1 to wander, while the Words of a Form are ſaid by 
“ rote, or read out of a Book: there ſeems to be a kind 
& of neceſſity of its being more fixed and intent upon the 
* Buſineſs of Prayer, when a Perſon prays without a Form. 
8“ And I doubt not, but that a Perſon attending to the 
& Directions given by Biſhop WILEINs, will not find the 
„ Difficulty about the Matter, and the Words of Prayer 
| very great ; but the other Difficulty of wandering 
0 Thoughts! is not ſo eaſily cured. And as to thoſe, who 
join with the Perſon officiating, I can't ſee but that, as 
| © their not knowing beforehand the Prayers they are to join 
| *© with, will ſerve very much to engage their Attention; 
6 ſo this will not infer their being more taken up in attend= _ 
| © ing to the inferior Parts of Prayer; ſince, if the Words 
4 uſed are apt and proper, they immediately convey the 
8 Speaker's Thoughts to the Minds of the  Hearers, and are 
| 8 without difficulty joined with by them.“ 


Tris may ſerve for an Anſwer to Mr W's WR "Pg 


: Account of extempore Prayer, which he ſeems to have bor- 
1 rowed from Mr BENNET, rather than conſulted in it his 
own ſuperior Genius. Proceed we now to examine his 
| Notion concerning the Regimen of the Chriſtian Church, 


And here we ſhould be glad to know what Idea Mr W. 


hath of the primitive Church, for the three firſt Centuries, 


and whether he ſuppoſes that, during this long Period, ſhe 


had, or had not a Power to order religious Matters within 
. herſelf, independently on the civil Magiſtrate, If he ſay, that 


ſhe had no ſuch Power; then, according to him, ſhe was 
guilty of a continued Uſurpation all that Time. On the 
other Hand, if ſhe had ſuch a Power (which Mr W. may 
be willing to grant for fear of worſe Conſequences) we deſire 


to be informed, how the Chriſtian Church came to loſe 

this Power; or by what Law it afterwards devolved upon 
dhe civil Magiſtrate! Tis certain there was a Form Ad- 

miniſtration in the Chriſtian Church, long before the Reign 


of CONSTANTIN the Great, the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, 


as we learn, not only from Scripture, but alſo from Jus ix 
 MaxrrTyRx's valuable Account of the primitive Worſhip, inhis 


Time, e, 2. 1 where he ad mentions the reli- 


gious 
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is he in his Illuſtrations) Mr W. alledgeth the Chriſtian 
Sabbath as one Inſtance, amongſt others, of the Deficiency 
of the Scripture Rule, or Rubric to be ſupplied, by whom? 

—— Why, according to Mr W's Argument, by the civil 
Magiſtrate By this the Reader may judge of the Per- 


tinency and Force of his other Examplcs The Truth 


is, the Church, and the State, are two dif/erent, but not 


oppoſite Societies; which therefore can never claſh with each 
other, ſo long as they act within their proper Spheres. 
And the Danger of Imperium in imperio, ſo much talked of 
to ſo little Purpoſe, is only then, when the Church unduly 


meddles with the State, or the State with the Church. 


BEFORE we conclude, it is natural to aſk, Where is the 
Pertinency and Propriety of ſuch a PREFACE, tothe CHRIs- 
TIANITY of the NEW TESTAMENT, as not only contains 
a Scheme of Principles unknown to the New Teſtament, _ 
but allo breathes too little of a Chriſtian Spirit? When 
Mr W. takes upon him to reſolve all Difference of Senti- 
ment, and a Diſſent from himſelf into Ignorance, Preverſe- 
neſs Pride and Ob/tinacy ; is not this too cenſorious and too 
uming ?——1s it not putting on an Air of Infallib.lity, 
ſetting up for a Judge of Hearts, and boldly ſtepping into 
the Throne of God? But who art thou that judge/t another 
Alan's Servant? To his own Maſter he flandeth or fulleth, 


This Maſter is CHRIST, the true Head of his Church. 


W. ſpeaks of the Saints, once and again, with ſo much 


Contempt, as if he had choſen the Way of Sinners, or the 


Seat of the Scornful. However, he hath ſtrangely miſtaken, 
and miſapplied the Caſe of thoſe over-righteous Men, who 
ſaid Stand by thyſelf, &c, For this Character exactly ſuits 
the proud Phariſees, who, like ſomebody elſe, thought the 
Mord of God a deficient Rule, without the Precepts of Mn, 
to make it compleat. And fo, valuing themſelves highly 
upon their canonical Sanctity, they ſeverely cenſured, un- 
charitably condemned, and infolently deſpiſed all that differ- 
ed from them, and did not conform to their unſcriptural 


Cuſtoms and Impoſtions. 


gious Obſervation of the Lords Day. And yet ( fo unhappy 


